Hilderstone Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th January 2021 at 7:30pm
The meeting was held using the Virtual Platform Zoom 

Present:  Cllr. Shelley (Chairman), Cllr. Stringer (Vice Chair), Cllr. Crump, Cllr. Clark, Cllr. J Davies, Cllr. P Davies, Cllr. Woodward and Mrs Amanda Kingston (Clerk). 
There were no members of the public present.
1.  Chairman’s Welcome. 
Cllr. Shelley welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. Apologies.

None
3. Minutes of the last meeting.   
The minutes of the full Parish Council meeting held in November were read, approved and will be signed by the Chair of the meeting at the next non virtual meeting of the Parish Council.
The minutes of the extraordinary Parish Council meeting held in December were read, approved and will be signed by the Chair of the meeting at the next non virtual meeting of the Parish Council.

4. Public Participation 

None

5. Stafford Borough Councillor’s Report.

Stafford Borough Councillor Harp informed the meeting that the Borough Council have set the annual budget for 2021/22 with a 1.9% increase.  Councillor Harp praised the Borough Council for their management of the finances and the relatively small increase given current pressures. The role out of the payment for Brown Bin collections has gone well and waste management have managed standard bin collections well throughout the recent period of snowy weather. 

A discussion was held regarding the attendance of Borough Councillors at Parish Council meetings.  Councillor Harp informed the meeting he would attend when able but clashes with planning meetings will prevent attendance on occasion. 
6.  Staffordshire County Councillor’s Report.

None
7. Planning.  
Planning Application Ref. 20/33597/HOU The Old Bakehouse, Sandon Road, Hilderstone, Stone, ST15 8SF – Resolved the Council have no objections to the application.
Planning Application Ref. 20/33616/FUL Land Opposite Irfield Cottage, Cresswell Road, Hilderstone, Stone, Staffordshire.  Resolved the Council have no objections to the application.
8.  Traffic and Highways 
An onsite meeting was held between members of the Parish Council and Highways in December to consider locations for an additional post for the Speed Indicator Device.  Discussions with Amey, indicate that the location may not be possible.  A representative of Amey will review alternative locations and feedback to the Parish Council. Councillor Clark will provide some pictures of alternative locations to inform the review. 
Concern was raised regarding the condition of the road in Dingle Lane and the speed of traffic in Hall Lane.   The large pothole in Cresswell Road is also cause for concern.  Highways are aware.
Thanks were extended to those who gritted the meadows during the recent period of icy weather.

9. Footpaths, Village Maintenance and Best Kept Village.
Of the two companies originally willing to quote for the cleaning of the war memorial, one is no longer able to take on any new work, but they recommended a budget of circa £3000.  The other company provided a quote of £610 + VAT.   Clerk to obtain further quotes for comparison and bring back to the February meeting for final decision. 
Councillor P Davies has replaced the missing fingerpost at the footpath entrance near Christ Church. 
10. Village Events.
The Thursday Village Market continues to thrive. 
11. Correspondence.

· The new census will be held in March.  A representative of the Staffordshire Census team will be asked to attend the next meeting.
· Stafford Borough Council asked if the PC would be willing to display the Beautiful Borough campaign posters in the village.  A copy of the posters will be requested for each noticeboard.
· The Stone Parish Liaison Group met last week, minutes will be circulated shortly
· SPCA are running a range of new training courses on line.  Details can be found at www.spcaonline.org.uk 
12. Asset of Community Value

The option to have the Roebuck Public House re-listed as an Asset of Community Value was considered.  Resolved to submit a new application.

13. Recruitment of a New Clerk and Office Administration
The Chairman was pleased to announce that following a successful recruitment process Nikola Evans has accepted the post of Parish Clerk to Hilderstone Parish Council and will begin formally in post on the 1st February.  Nikola was welcomed to the meeting.
The requirement for the storage facility at the village hall was reviewed given the refurbishment works currently underway.  The Parish Council will require some storage but not necessarily in the same form or requiring as much space.  A review of the contents of the storage locker will be undertaken once public meetings re-convene. 
14.  Finance.  
The monthly accounts were presented and noted. The current account is £17658.11 in credit and the deposit account £3133.14 in credit.  Although most of these funds are allocated as indicated by the monthly accounts which are circulated to all Councillors prior to each meeting. The following payments were approved:

1. Zoom September Payment (shared with Weston with Gayton PC) - £7.19
2. Clerk expenses - £9
3. Clerk home office allowance pro rata - £140

4. Printing costs - £23.94
Access to the NatWest Bank Accounts were reviewed.  Resolved by unanimous vote to remove the previous Clerk Amanda Kingston as a signatory.  Resolved by unanimous vote to add Nikola Evans as a signatory to enable access to the bank accounts for the purposes of managing the accounts on behalf of the Parish Council. 
15. Councillor Information and items for the next Agenda
A question was raised regarding obtaining the most recent Electoral role.  Nikola Evans will arrange for collection once in post. 
16.  Date of next meeting.   
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th February 2021 at 7:30pm over the virtual platform Zoom.  Joining instructions will be published on the Agenda.  The meeting closed at 8.30pm
A Kingston - Clerk 
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Cllr Michael Shelley    
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