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WHAT’S ON:

JUNE:

Tuesday 9*" W.I. Meeting 12.30pm — 3pm Village Hall

Saturday 13" Scarecrow Festival All Day Village
Scarecrow Cafe & maps 1pm —4pm Christ Church

Sunday 14™  Scarecrow Family Service 11.15am —12.15pm Christ Church
Scarecrow Café & maps 2pm —4pm Christ Church
With competition results 4pm Christ Church

Saturday 20th Churchyard Tidy-Up 10am — midday Christ Church
With refreshments

Wedn’day 24™ Hilderstone Parish Council 7.30pm Village Hall

Saturday 27" Community Hub Café 10am — midday Village Hall
Pop-Up Pub 6pm — 10pm Village Hall

JULY:

Tuesday 14™  W.I. Meeting 12.30pm —3pm Village Hall

Saturday 18" Churchyard Tidy-Up 10am — midday Christ Church

Wedn’day 22" Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall

Saturday 25" Community Hub Café 10am —midday Village Hall
Pop-Up Pub 6pm — 10pm Village Hall

AUGUST:

Monday 3@  BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 11" W.I. Meeting 12.30pm - 3pm Village Hall

Saturday 29" Community Hub Café 10am — midday Village Hall
Pop-Up Pub 6pm — 10pm Village Hall

Dates & Times may change. Please check in advance of an event.



SAVE THE DATES

September:

Monday 21t  Harvest Supper 7pm — 10pm Village Hall

Saturday 26" Tea Dance 2pm —4.30pm Village Hall

December:

Saturday 5"  Christmas Tree Festival TBC Christ Church

Sunday 6% Christmas Tree Festival TBC Christ Church
Carol Service 4pm — 5pm Christ Church

Sunday 13" Blue Christmas Service S5pm —6pm Christ Church

Contact Details:

Christ Church, Hilderstone:

Vicar Rev'd Lucinda Wray-Wear Tel: 01782 397073
Churchwarden Audrey Stringer Tel: 07973 790655
Eleanor Bane Tel: 07767 763938

Parish Council:
Parish Clerk Nikola Evans Tel: 07971 226170
Email: clerk@hilderstone-pc.gov.uk.

Hilderstone WI: 12.30pm- 3pm 2™ Tuesday of the month, Village Hall.
President Mrs Gill Slater Tel: 07935 999424
Email: hilderstonewipresident@gmail.com

Hilderstone Village Hall:
Bookings: Hallmaster booking service Tel: 07810 332559
Email: hilderstonevhbookings@gmail.com

Facebook @HVHE0, Twitter @hvh50, Instagram hilderstone_village_hall,
Web Site www.hilderstonevillagehall.com.




Letter from the Editor

Well, here | am in late May with the sun flooding in through my office
window and two very happy dogs basking in the warmth of a summer’s day.
What could be better? Yes, Summer has arrived, our Swifts and Swallows
have returned, the garden is blooming with colour and wonderful
fragrances and BBQs around the village are getting cleaned in readiness for
the sun-soaked few months ahead!

We have our Scarecrow Festival
(13" — 14 June); | hope many of
you in the village will be entering
a scarecrow in the competition. A
good deal of work goes into this
event, and it is wonderful to
wander through the village and
see a great array of scarecrows.
Even if you can’t do a scarecrow,

please do pop down to Christ

Laura Higginson & Family’s scarecrow,
enjoying the sunshine and birdwatching at
the 2024 Scarecrow Festival.

Church for some home-made cake
at our Scarecrow Café (1-4pm
Saturday and 2-4pm Sunday). The

competition results will be announced at Christ Church at 4pm on the
Sunday and Rev’d Lucinda Wray-Wear will be performing a short blessing on
our straw-filled friends too.

We will also be hoping for glorious sunshine at our Community Cafes and
the pop-up pub at the end of each month. What better way to meet up
with family and friends, than in our beer garden at the Village Hall with the
sun shining? Come along and join in the village fun.

At Christ Church we are now full-on with the Churchyard Tidy-up (3™
Saturday of the month) and even if you are not a gardener, this is a great
way to meet new friends and have a good old natter over coffee — and the



occasional weed! We would urge anyone who is looking to do some

voluntary work in the village, to come down and give the tidy-up a go.
Contact Christine Clark (Tel: 01889 505676).

We are, as always, also
constantly battling against the
litter which drivers seem to
throw out of their windows
with little, or no, regard for the
village and the wildlife. Itis a
blight on the village. Many of
you, | know, regularly pick up
this rubbish and thank you -
without your help, the village
would very soon become
overrun with unsightly litter.

Christ Church is also still in the
process of raising funds for the
installation of accessible toilet
facilities for the church. We will
keep you posted on our

ABOVE: Simon Shaw and Sue Pilcher hard at
work at the Churchyard Tidy-up.

progress in the coming months as we continue with our fund-raising

activities, including the Scarecrow Weekend and the Christmas Tree Festival.

As with the Churchyard Tidy-up, if you would like to get involved and help

support our volunteers, we would be delighted to hear from you. Trust me,

we are a merry team of volunteers! Call Eleanor Bane on Tel: 07767 763938

or email: Eleanor.bane@safersystems.co.uk.

So with a busy village summer ahead, we look forward to seeing you out
and about. On behalf of the magazine team, may I wish you all a lovely

Summer.

Eleanor



Scarecrow Weekend in
Hilderstone

Saturday 13t &

Sunday 14" June 2026

Once again, it's scarecrow time. Get your scarecrows out of the attic, dusted
off and your thinking caps on so you can participate in this year’s scarecrow
competition on Saturday 13" and Sunday 14™ June 2026

There are 3 categories for the scarecrow competition. Firstly, the Most
Traditional which must contain an element of straw in some form or
another, secondly the Most Humorous and finally the Most Original (neither
of which must contain straw, it's entirely up to you). If a location for
displaying your scarecrow is an issue, you could always use the Church,
churchyard or village green.

Scarecrow trail maps and refreshments will be available in Christ Church
1pm until 4pm on Saturday 13" June and between 2pm and 4 pm on Sunday
14™ June. Donations for a raffle or cakes to sell over the weekend would be
greatly appreciated.

Visitors are invited to park in the church car park.

On Sunday, there will be a Scarecrow themed morning family service
commencing 11:15am at Christ Church. Later in the day the prize
presentation will take place in the church at 4:00pm, along with a few
scarecrow themed words from our vicar, Lucinda.

To register your scarecrow on the Scarecrow trail map and for competition
judging purposes or for further information, please email Eleanor at
Eleanor.bane@safersystems.co.uk or mobile: 07767 763938.




Hilderstone Village Hall

Scarecrow Weekend Barn Dance

-the return of the Weasels!

Saturday 13" June 2026

Bar 6pm — 10.30pm
Barn Dance 7pm — 9pm

Saturday night sees our fun-packed Scarecrow
Weekend Barn Dance, with live music and caller from
The Weasel’s Revenge and Geoff Potts, in the Village
Hall.

We would like to thank Hilderstone Village Hall for its
support in putting on this special event.

Tickets £2.50 from 07758 242642 or email
hilderstonevillagehall@gmail.com or go to

https://buytickets.at/hilderstonev
illagehall1/2224382




From Your Parish Council

The Parish Council is committed to serving the needs of
all our parishioners

Hpe

Your Council:

Clir Jim Davies (Chairperson)  Clir Audrey Stringer (Vice Chairperson)
Cllr Jenny Crump Clir Debbie Britton

Clir Mike Shelley Cllr Hazel Woodward

Vacancy — x1
Clerk — Nikola Evans

Vacant seat
We have a seat available on the parish council.

By becoming a Parish Councillor, you will be able to contribute to the Parish.
A Parish Councillors’ primary role is to represent the people who live within
their parish, provide a bridge between the community and the Parish
Council, be an advocate for residents and signpost them to the right people
within higher tiers.

To be eligible to stand for election to a Parish Council, you must:
¢ be a UK or Commonwealth citizen and an elector of the parish

¢ be acitizen of the Republic of Ireland
e be acitizen of another Member state of the European Union
e be atleast 18 years old

e for the whole of the previous 12 months have occupied (as owner
or tenant) land or other premises in the parish

e during the previous 12 months have worked in the parish (as your
principal or only place of work)



¢ forthe whole of the previous 12 months lived in the parish or within
three miles of the parish boundary

e Sign up to the Parish Council's Code of Conduct, which is based on
the Nolan Principles.

You may not stand in an election to become a local councillor (Local
Government Act 1972 (section 80) if you have been convicted and received
a prison sentence (or suspended sentence) of three months or more in the
five years before the election.

Address: PO Box 8033, Rugeley Staffordshire WS15 9GW Tel: 07388 326259
Email clerk@hilderstone-pc.gov.uk
Website: https://hilderstone.org.uk/

Please note, the clerk only works 5 hours per week, there may be a delay in
responding to your queries.

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY DRAW WINNERS:

March: April:

Ball: 30 £100 Ball: 51 £100
89 £ 50 21 £ 50
13 £ 25 83 £ 25
24 £ 10 34 £ 10
14 £ 10 11 £ 10

Get your winnings quicker by giving us account details for where you would like
them transferred. Email: hilderstonevillagehall@gmail.com.




Hilderstone W.I:

oW

INSPIRING WOMEN

As we approach our 92™ birthday in
October, we can reflect on a year of
friendship, entertaining monthly
meetings and wonderful crafting by
talented members.

We celebrate our Hilderstone WI
member Kathy Darley, who was

awarded the Staffordshire County Show’s Committee Award (rose bowl) as

well as the ‘Best in Show’ award
(trophy). Kathy is pictured (RIGHT)
with the Rose Bowl, trophy and
certificates. Kathy led members in a
crafting activity, entitled ‘Spring
Craft’ in April 2026; well done Kathy
for using your crafting talents so
expertly!

Here’s to more success for
Hilderstone WI in the coming
months.

Pat Saul

A warm welcome awaits anyone who would like to join us and our
meetings are held on the 2" Tuesday of the month 12.30 to 3pm.

For more information please contact:

Gill Slater, President, on Tel: 07935 999424



Afternoon Tea Dance at the Village Hall
Saturday 26" September 2-4.30pm

If you have ever fancied having a go at dancing, why not join us for a
traditional Afternoon Tea Dance at our Village Hall and give it a go?

We will be holding our next
Afternoon Tea Dance on
Saturday 26™ September 2026.

There will be approximately two hours
of dancing to recorded music, including
Ballroom, Latin, easy sequence, and a
mix of social dances such as line dance
and rock barn dance.

This is a ticketed event, priced at
£12.50 per person. The maximum
table size that can be accommodated is eight and there will be a
seating plan. The dress code will be smart casual.

Your ticket includes group dance instruction from Mrs Hannah Trever
from the local dance studio Quick Quick Slow and we will be serving a
classic cream tea at 3pm, with tea or coffee, scone with jam and cream,
plus a small selection of cakes.

In addition, a bar will be available throughout the event where you can
purchase additional refreshments.

The fundraising event is being run by Christ Church Hilderstone PCC. We
hope this will be a great chance to catch up with local friends, have a lot
of fun and learn a new skill that may just turn into a new passion.

Please contact Simon Shaw on 07772 600363
for more information and/or ticket purchase.



From your Village Hall

Hilderstone Village Hall held its AGM on
Tuesday 7™ April 2026, during which Tim
Handley, Chairman of the Committee,
outlined the past year’s events and lain
Britton, Treasurer, provided the vyear’s
\ audited accounts. The Village Hall continues
to provide a high-quality venue at an
affordable rate, whilst also supporting its
local community with its Community Café
and Pop-up Pub once a month. Bookings
remain strong and the financial position of

the hall is good, allowing the Committee
sufficient funds to ensure it continues to maintain and, where possible,
improve the facilities on offer.

The following officers were elected at the meeting: Tim Handley, Chairman;
lain Britton, Treasurer; Eleanor Bane, Secretary; Chris Ryan, 100 Club
Promoter; and Andy Reiss, Bookings Secretary.




The Village Hall Committee continues to have representatives from
Hilderstone Parish Council (Hazel Woodward), Hilderstone Women's
Institute (Pat Gates) and Christ Church (Eleanor Bane).

Your Hilderstone Village Hall representatives for 2026 are:

Eleanor Bane Lisa Norwood
Debbie Britton Andy Reiss

lain Britton Chris Ryan

Pat Gates Mike Shelley
Tim Handley Hazel Woodward

The Village Hall Committee is currently working on improving the Beer
Garden ready for the Summer by filling in the area where the pond used to
be, to provide an enclosed seating area. All we need now is sunshine.

Recycle 3} Charity

Recycle your empty Inkjet cartridges and
help raise much-needed funds for our village church
and reduce landfill.
(Sorry we cannot accept toner cartridges).

There is a box inside church for your donations.

If you need your donation to be collected, please call
Phil Davies on 01785 747836




Cooks Tips:

Summer Strawberry Muffins

Nothing says British Summer like a strawberry and
who doesn’t like muffins? So here is the perfect combination for
those summer picnics.

Muffin Ingredients:

e 1% cups(195g) all-purpose
flour

e % cup (150g) granulated sugar

e 2 teaspoons baking powder

e Jiteaspoon fine sea salt

e Y teaspoon ground cinnamon

e Jiteaspoon finely ground
black pepper

e 1/3 cup (80ml) vegetable oil

e 1largeegg

e 1/3to¥% cup (80ml—120ml)
milk, reduced fat or whole milk

e 1} teaspoons vanilla extract

e 8 ounces (226g) fresh strawberries, hulled and diced. You can also
use frozen strawberries. Simply thaw, drain excess liquid, then
dice. The thawed frozen strawberries might break apart when
mixed into the batter, but they taste great.

Topping:
e 1 tablespoon granulated sugar
e Yiteaspoon vanilla extract



Directions:

1.

Preheat the oven to 400°F (200°C). Line 12 standard-size muffin
cups with paper liners.

Whisk the flour, sugar, baking powder, salt, cinnamon, and black
pepper in a large bowl.

Pour the oil into a jug and then crack in the egg. Pour in enough milk
to reach the 1-cup line on the jug (this should be about 1/3 cup).
Add the vanilla extract and whisk until everything is combined.

Add the wet ingredients to the bowl with the dry ingredients. Stir
gently until the batter comes together. Be careful not to overmix!
The batter will be thick.

Gently fold in the strawberries.

Make the sugar topping by stirring one tablespoon of sugar with a
% teaspoon of vanilla extract.

Divide the batter between muffin cups. Sprinkle a little vanilla sugar
on top of each muffin.

Bake muffins for 15 to 20 minutes or until the tops are no longer
wet and a toothpick inserted into the middle of a muffin comes out
with crumbs, not wet batter. Transfer to a cooling rack.

Storing: Store these at room temperature for up to 3 days. Line an
airtight container with paper towels to prevent your muffins from
getting soggy. Alternatively, freeze your muffins for up to 3
months. Thaw overnight in the fridge.



Kids’ Corner:

Scarecrow Clothes peg
Characters

Why not join in the fun this Scarecrow
Weekend and make your own
scarecrows and bring them along to the
church and display them there?

What you will need:

e Orange cardstock
e Blue cardstock

e Yellow cardstock . Or simply paint some plain white
e Black cardstock card with your chosen colour.

e Brown cardstock

e Light beige cardstock _|
e Pink paint

e Orange, brown and blue paint

e Black marker or ultra-fine sharpie
e Clothes pegs

e Make some templates
—atriangle (hat), a
circle (head) and a
square (body).

Method:

1. Paint 4 clothes pegs dark
brown, 2 blue and 2
orange. Set them aside to

dry.




e No

11.
12.

Trace around the head
template on beige-coloured
cardstock.
Then trace around a
triangle shape template for
the hat around dark brown
cardstock.

Cut strips of vyellow
cardstock to make the straw
hair.

Glue them to the top sides

B

of the face. Then glue the triangle shaped-hat on top.

Glue a strip of black paper to the hat. Glue the hat on top of the head.

Add a few small yellow strips of paper to the back tip of the hat.

Then make patch marks on the hat with a black marker or sharpie.

Glue googly eyes and a triangle nose to the face.

Add two pink cheek marks to the side of the nose by dipping the back

of a pencil or paintbrush in light pink paint. Then dab it onto the face.

Then draw on a mouth.

Trace around the square template to make the body in blue and

orange.

>

13.  Cut out 2 yellow squares
for patches and glue to the body.
Add patch marks on top of the
yellow squares with a black
marker or sharpie.

14. Glue the head to the
square body.

15. Then attach the clothes
peg arms and legs.

And they are ready to go on

& ¥ display either at home or church!



This is great fun for kids as they can
experiment with different flowers and
leaves. Make a lovely picture,
bookmark or card with your print.

Materials:

Kids’ Corner: Hammered Flower Cards

e Card stock

e Hammer or mallet

e Flower heads, leaves or grasses
e Parchment paper or craft paper
e Hard surface.

Instructions:

1;

7.

Choose your flowers, leaves, grasses and other greenery of different
shapes and sizes. Leaves with a wax texture won't leave an impression
but ferns and yarrow make some great impressions. Also, make sure to
gather fresh flowers right before you decide to do this flower pounding
art activity.
Before you start, do a test to see what impressions you get from pressing
your flowers and petals eg a red flower leaving behind a purple colour.
Use a hard surface like a piece of plywood as your worktable and lay your
card or paper on top.
Arrange your flowers etc, face down, on the card in your chosen pattern.

. Cover them with wax paper and lightly hammer them onto the

cardstock. Make sure to go around all the edges of each flower to get the
best result.

Carefully remove the paper and peel off the petals. Brush away any
leftover plant materials and leave to dry for 2-3 minutes.

Cut the card stock to size.

Tip: Draw additional details like stems around the flowers after
hammering or add details with watercolour paint.



SUMMER WORD SEARCH:
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Clue may run forwards, backwards, diagonally, up, or down.

e Butterflies e Swallows e Seashell

o Nest e Barbecue e Sunhat

e [ce Cream e Bunting e Sand

e Sandcastles e Picnics YA

e Sunshine e Holidays g 4

e Seaside e Sunglasses /AN

e Flowers IR

e Beach \ 1

e Camping e
e SWimming __#}_;ﬁ




A Tree Reborn
By Marian Baldwin

As | observe the view from my window, whatever the season, | cannot resist
studying the trees. In winter months their skeletal images are so well defined
and a joy to commit to the sketch book. Watching them in the Spring, as
leaves and blossoms dress them is such a delight. But at this time of the year,
in all their summer finery, with contrasting greens capturing the
imagination, it is quite impossible to tire of such a View.

| have watched trees die,

Dutch Elms diseased some fifty years ago;
Limes in Avenues

And Ash in recent times.

| witnessed in horror the devastation

Of trees crowded on hills felled by a hurricane.

But the worst, far worse,

Man'’s cruel destruction of strong healthy trees,
Haunting weirdly in dead landscapes

On the battered Somme,

Standing shattered, lifting gaunt arms

In desperate pleading prayers.

| have watched a saw

Break, piercing deep into a healthy tree,
Heard a sound like shrieks as bark splintered
And sap spilled,

As dying leaves were snatched and scattered.

But today walking in the New Forest

| saw a tree, flattened by storm or age,

A host for fungi and busy beetles,

Hollowed and moss strewn, a Dinosaur shape. | stood and
observed

A fantasy playground for some young boys

Not a dead tree but one reborn.



Church Matters:
Vicar’s Reflection

As | reflect on the past year across our
benefice, | am struck by the quiet faithfulness
shown throughout our churches and
communities, and above all by God’s
continuing faithfulness to us. As we are
reminded in Lamentations: “The steadfast
love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are
new every morning.” (Lamentations 3:22-23)

As a united rural benefice, Christ Church Hilderstone and St Nicholas’
Fulford continue to work together for the greater good of our communities,
while maintaining the distinct character and worshipping tradition of each
parish within our shared churchmanship.

This past year has brought many opportunities for celebration and
fellowship. At St Nicholas’ Fulford, we celebrated the church’s 200"
anniversary with a wonderful flower festival and a special service led by
Bishop Jan McFarlane, Dean of Lichfield.

Here in Hilderstone, the Big Village Party weekend once again brought the
community together, including a tea dance alongside a special celebration
service attended by our local MP, Sir Gavin Williamson.

Throughout the year we have shared in important moments of faith and
family life across the benefice, including baptisms, weddings, and
confirmations. It was especially encouraging to see six members of our
congregations confirmed by the Bishop of Stafford.

Alongside times of joy, we have also supported one another through loss
and sadness. We remember with gratitude the life of Bill Holmes, a much-
loved member of Christ Church, and local resident, Richard Cresswell. We
continue to hold their families and friends in our prayers.



The steady rhythm of parish life continues in many ways: from our monthly
Coffee and Natter mornings at St Nicholas’, to regular Holy Communion
services at Hilderstone Hall Care Home, where it has been a joy to welcome
residents and carers into the life of Christ Church.

Looking ahead, Christ Church continues to work towards installing toilet
facilities, helping ensure the building remains accessible and sustainable for
wider community use in the years to come. As St Paul reminds us: “Neither
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who
gives the growth.” (1 Corinthians 3:7)

| remain deeply grateful to all who contribute to the life of our churches —
churchwardens, PCC members, volunteers, choir members, and the many
who serve quietly behind the scenes. Rural ministry is so often rooted in
presence, perseverance, and pastoral care, and it is a privilege to serve
among you.

Please continue to pray for our benefice, for one another, and for the
communities we are called to serve.

Revd Lucinda Wray-Wear

A Prayer for the Year Ahead

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the blessings,
challenges, and growth of this past year in our parish.
As we look back with gratitude,
we place our future into your hands,
trusting in your constant love and guidance.

Amen.



Services &
Events:

As the Latin name,
Laetare, suggests,
Mothering
Sunday (also
known as Laetare
Sunday) is a time
to rejoice;
originally a time

to recognise the

importance of our
Mother Church, over time it has come to be a
time to celebrate our mothers. This year, ateam
of us gathered in church to make our annual
mothers’ gifts — but this year’s gift was a little
different, and involved a great deal of mess and
muddy hands, much to the enjoyment of all
present. Armed with pinking shears, an
assortment of material, wildflower seeds, soil

and water, they took to work making our Let |
Love Grow Seed | . - .
Bombs. Itis amazing how a little mud brings
out the child in us all, and a great deal of
laughter accompanied our efforts to prepare
our loving gifts. Now we need sufficient rain
and sunshine for our seed bombs to grow.

(ABOVE LEFT): The A Team hard at work, with very
messy hands. (ABOVE) Anna Davies with the
finished bombs, and (LEFT) Simon Shaw & Audrey
Stringer messing around at the end of the session.




We also celebrated Palm Sunday (29'" March), with a special procession
from Barnes Croft to Christ Church, with Derek the donkey to lead the way.
Suffice to say, Derek was a huge hit with the villagers, many of whom joined
in the procession to church, where our Palm Sunday service concluded. Our
thanks to Hazel Woodward for organising Derek’s special appearance.

ABOVE: The start of our
Palm Sunday procession
at Barnes Croft.

LEFT: the procession ends
at Christ Church.

Following the celebration of Palm Sunday, we entered Holy Week, with
Maudy Thursday and Good Friday, before celebrating Easter, one of the

most significant events in our Christian
calendar. These two reflective services, held at

Christ Church and St Nicholas’ respectively,
were a poignant reminder of the sacrifice Jesus
made in our name. But with Easter comes the
celebration of Jesus rising from the dead, after
dying on a wooden cross.

RIGHT: Jesus’ tomb with the stone rolled back.




As | write, the period of

Easter is drawing to a close
and we prepare for Trinity,
but not before we
celebrated Rogation Sunday,
an ancient church festival
during which we seek
blessing for our rural
community and its
sustenance - our farming
; community,
environment and
how we should
look after our

precious
ABOVE: Giving

thanks for our resources. The

word ‘rogation’
comes from the

water and our
landscape.

RIGHT: by the Latin verb

Garden of
Remembrance.

rogare, meaning
"to ask", which

reflects the

beseeching of God for protection from calamities. At Christ Church, we
marked this event with a procession around the church —marking our care
of water, our landscape, our wildlife and our responsible disposal of rubbish,
ending at the Coronation Tree by the Garden of Remembrance.

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting: The church’s equivalent

of an AGM, our meeting was held in church following the Rogation Sunday
service and was attended by members of the congregation. The Vestry



Meeting was the first meeting, where Audrey Stringer was re-elected as
Churchwarden, alongside Eleanor Bane as the new second Churchwarden.

The Vestry Meeting was followed by a presentation from Roy Clark during
which he highlighted last year’s activities, from works undertaken with
church maintenance, to services and finances. @ Members of the
congregation were invited to raise any questions about the work of the
Parochial Church Council (PCC) and were given copies of the church report
to review. During this meeting, the following individuals were elected to the
PCC:

Roy Clark Simon Shaw
Christine Clark Janet Shelley
Philip Davies

Audrey Stringer and Eleanor Bane are ex-officio members of the PCC,
alongside Rev'd Lucinda Wray-Wear. The meeting closed with the PCC
meeting, at which the following positions were agreed:

Roy Clark (Lay-Chair)

Benefice of Fulford-in-Stone with Hilderstone

Philip Davies (Treasurer) CHRIST CHURCH HILDERSTONE

Eleanor Bane (Secretary —in addition Annual Church Report
to her new role as Churchwarden)

Eleanor Bane (Electoral Roll Officer)

If you would like a copy of the
Annual Church Report 2025, please
contact Eleanor Bane:

Eleaor.bane@safersystems.co.uk

or mobile: 07767 763938).



Putting their Best Foot Forwards

Christ Church Hilderstone Tea Dance

S

———

—l.*’
)

Members of Christ church PPC would
like to thank all those who attended
the
Hilderstone village and further afield,

cream tea dance, from
which was held on Saturday 2" May.
Our special thanks go to Mrs Hannah
Trever from Quick Quick Slow Dance

Studio, Cresswell.

Mrs Sue Griffiths, a guest and visitor
to Hilderstone wrote:

"It was a delightful afternoon. There
was a friendly, happy atmosphere and
we were made welcome by our hosts,

Simon and Andrew. The dancing was fun and a joy to take part in, however

good or bad you were at
dancing. We even had a
professional dance tutor,
Hannah Trever from QQS
dance studio. The cream tea
was delicious with gorgeous,
cream cakes that melted in

the mouth, all served on
beautiful bone china, along
with plenty of pots of tea and
coffee.

The village hall is a great venue with a bar, lovely seating and tables, and

excellent kitchen facilities.



Sue Griffiths

Hilderstone’s next fundraising tea dance is on
Saturday 26" September 2-4.30pm.

You don't need to be able to dance, just come
along and enjoy the laughter, socialising and
cream tea.

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday 26™ September

2-4.30pm Tea Dance,
Hilderstone Village Hall.

I really enjoyed
the afternoon,
even the Vicar
was participating
in the dancing. It
was all in aid of
raising much
needed funds for
the church. A
great afternoon,
fabulous! "

Dates for the Diary:

Harvest Festival — Sunday 20" September.
Harvest Supper — Monday 21°* September.

6" December.

Scarecrow Weekend - Saturday 13" June — Sunday 14" June.

Christmas Tree Festival - Saturday 5'" December — Sunday



Church Yard Tidy Up

Now Summer has finally arrived and, hopefully, we will see some sunshine

(and less rain), our churchyard has come to life, with its wildflowers,

hedgerows and beautiful trees. There is suddenly so much to do to keep up

with all the new growth.

Our monthly meetings are helping us
keep on top of the various jobs which
need to be done in the churchyard and
car park, to ensure it continues to look
neat and tidy, whilst also ensuring we
support our wildlife with the
development of our long grass and
wildflower areas.

We are a very friendly group and are
always keen to welcome new recruits —
no experience required, just plenty of
enthusiasm. We do have some
gardening tools to share but if you can
bring you own that would be very
good.

We meet once a month, from 10am — 12 noon with, of course, time for

coffee/tea at 11am when we all take time off to enjoy a hot drink and a chat.

A big thank you to all our volunteers who continue to support Christ Church

with the Churchyard Tidy-up each month; you are doing a wonderful job,

and we are most grateful to you all.

Church Yard Tidy Up dates

20" June 18" July
15" August 19" September
17" October

Christine Clark
01889 505676



THE MAGPIE

A magpie sits on the garden wall
Before flying up to the tree so tall
And in its branches, he will stay.

I’ll see him up there every day.

For this is where he spies and seeks
The duck eggs laid within his reach.
And when he spots one, down he flies,

Steals it away before my eyes.

In early morning while | still sleep,

He comes a-knocking with his beak.
And while | try to sleep in vain,

He keeps on tapping my windowpane.
And when he wakes me, his eye will say

‘Aren’t you getting up today?’

| really think they are absurd —

The antics of this cunning bird.



Summer Watch: Nature in all its glory

There are many reasons why many of us look forward to the British Summer
with such enthusiasm: yes, probably top of the list is the warmer, longer
days when we dodge the showers and light up the BBQ, meet with family
and friends and find that precious time to sit and relax in the warmth of the
day.

For others, it is a time of joyful reflection of bygone summer days, sandy
beaches (and sandy sandwiches of course), paddling in clear, cold water and
eating copious amounts of ice cream — heady days indeed.

For me, it is the return of our dear
friends the Swifts, whose chitter chatter
from their nests merrily breaks through
the various bird songs, buzzing insects
and soft rustling leave on the trees, to
delight us. How | miss our friends when
they depart for warmer climes at the

end of the Summer, but oh how splendid it is to see them on the wing when
they first re-appear in May to their old nests.

There are, of course, so many wonderful things to look out for in these warm
summer months and, | grant you, nettles may not be top of your list of things
to enjoy in Summer, but bear with me. Stinging nettles might feel unfriendly
to us, but they are good
companions to many British
butterfly caterpillars. Red
Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell,
Painted Lady and Comma
Butterfly caterpillars all feast

on stinging nettle leaves in
summer. Of course, we don’t

expect you all to rush to plant



nettles in your garden, but they are valuable to our wildlife, so please if you
can spare a small area, the wildlife would benefit.

Then we have the popular Ox Eye Daisies,
which grow in sunny, grassy places, are
easy to spot on road verges and in parks
and are a haven for bees and butterflies. |
planted some in my wildflower area a few
years ago, and they have slowly, but

surely, taken over ever-increasing swathes
of my wildflower patch, much to the enjoyment (and benefit) of my bees
and butterflies. And, they also bring a nice pop of colour to the garden too.

And, of course, we have to mention our little bats - Pipistrelle bats eat flying
insects and emerge at dusk to hunt. You might see them swooping above
waterways or by woodland glades. You could also spot these tiny mammals
- the UK's most common bat - chasing their prey around streetlights or
above parks and gardens. Females give birth in June and July, and their
babies are ready to leave the roost in August.

And so the list goes on —
from Cuckoo Spit (not my
favourite, | must admit),
the chirping of
grasshoppers,  fledgling

birds demanding food
(RIGHT) and moths and
butterflies (hopefully in

abundance, although so

many are now struggling), to our old favourites, Foxgloves (see OVERLEAF)
Poppies and Common Spotted Orchids in woodland and along hedgerows.
Honeysuckle also flowers in summer and has a sweet-smelling fragrance and
bees, butterflies and moths love to feed on its nectar. Did you know that its



scent is strongest at night, and
moths can detect it up to a
quarter of a mile away?

So amidst the hectic summer
activities, BBQs and holidays, |
b hope you find time to just stop
| e Lo and look at all the wonders of
nature over these wonderful summer months and, where possible, give

nature a helping hand by planting wildflowers or leaving a little wild area
with nettles and ensure our birds and insects have plenty of food and

v o d P shelter. We really do reap the rewards for
: these little gestures.

Enjoy the Tranquillity of a
Reflective Walk

Over recent years, Christ Church Hilderstone
has been dedicated to nurturing and
expanding its wildflower areas to support
the many and varied native flora, fauna and
wildlife in our beautiful part of Staffordshire.
Last year we started our Reflective Walk, which
weaves amongst the old gravestones in the
churchyard, encouraging visitors to stop and be still for a while, surrounded
by the flowers, insects and trees we all cherish so much. Benches have been
placed at the bottom of the Reflective Walk, and also in the newer part of
the churchyard, close to the trees, to allow visitors to sit and take a little
time to enjoy the peace and beauty that surrounds them. You are all very
welcome to come and enjoy this precious space at any time; this is your
church and we hope you visit us soon.



Fulford Community Choir
Afternoon Tea Concert

Those of wus lucky

enough to get tickets
to this event in Fulford
Village Hall on Sunday
17" May, had a lovely
afternoon listening to
the Fulford
Community Choir

perform a selection of
songs, from traditional folk songs to modern
musical pieces. And if that wasn’t treat
enough, there was a magnificent afternoon
tea, which comprised of a wonderful, and
delicious, array of cakes.

There are a number of Hilderstone residents who are in this lovely choir and
our congratulations to them for putting on such a great afternoon concert.
We have also been very fortunate to have had members of the Fulford Choir
sing at some of our Benefice services, both in Hilderstone and our sister
parish, St Nicholas in Fulford and we look forward to welcoming them again
soon. Our Choir Stalls in Christ Church offer the perfect acoustics for a choir
and it is lovely to see the stalls used as originally intended, by a choir.

Fulford Community Choir already has over 60 members of all ages, from
teens to singers in their senior years, and they are keen to expand their
numbers, so why not give them a go? Not sure if it's for you - why not go
along to a rehearsal one week to try? There are no auditions, you don't have
to be able to read music and you won't be put on the spot!

For more information on the Fulford Community Choir, its rehearsal dates
and performances, visit their website: www.fulfordcommunitychoir.com.




Hilderstone Heritage: Party Fifty-One

Continuing from part Fifty, my father told me that the Horse Shoe (Farm)
was the oldest (extant) building in the village. | believe that it is the oldest
purpose-built set of buildings in Hilderstone, although parts of some former
farm buildings are likely to predate it - Church View and Hillrise, for instance.

When the Horse Shoe was sold in 1984 the estate
agents recorded that it was “a noted period
property of inglenooks and exposed beams and
could readily be converted to a comfortable
home”, and “it included a large garden and
orchard”, and “stillage and shelving in the

larder”.

The map (ABOVE) is taken from the sales brochure, with my annotations: 1)
garages; 2 Dutch barn in the rick yard; 3) orchard — apple and pear trees; 4)
garden; 5) pig styes and pig run — with Victoria plum trees; 6) the track —the
ground had been dug out for the farm house and buildings so the track went
up hill; 7) the small paddock.

LEFT - The
pig styes,
with the
church tower
in the

background.

OVERLEAF —
a view over
the garden
and the
newly built
village hall,
1955.




ABOVE - the Horse Shoe in
1983. RIGHT - Joe and Ethel
Philips with Naomi and
Alexandra Hayes, who lived at
Overdale, mid-1960s.

There was also a very deep well in the rick yard which still exists but at a
much-reduced depth. Strangely enough the fields belonging to the Horse
Shoe were not in fact adjacent to the farmstead. There was a field in
between which belonged to Dingle Lane Farm. A stile from the rick yard and
a path led to the fields, including the little meadow by the stream where the
sewage works now stand. (The meadow was compulsory purchased as it
was the lowest ground in the village. The works were completed in 1972).

OVERLEAF - the rick yard. Note the barn and chicken coop in the background.




As a result of
the above,
the cattle
were herded
on to Spot
Lane and up
the village to
the milking
parlours and
afterwards

were grazed
in the small paddock where the village hall now stands. My grandfather
rented this field which at one time had belonged to the Horse Shoe Inn.
Geoff Hayes, husband and father of the aforementioned Naomi and
Alexandra respectively, and now in his late 90s, still has happy memaories of
helping my grandfather herd the cows.

R D CRESSWELL & CO LTD

Longton based Family Firm established since 1898
Delivery to the local area
Contact us for:
Calor Gas for your BBQ Portable heaters for home and leisure
General ironmongery items. Garden tools and pest control products
Or If you are running your own business: SMC Pneumatic products
Copper, Iron and PVC pipeline and fittings Pneumatic Control systems and automation
Industrial LPG heaters for sale or hire
For all enquiries call us on 01782 313488,

email us at rdc.cresswell@btconnect.com or visit our website at

www.rdcresswell.co.uk




ISOBEL
WHITTAKER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

STONE'S ONLY INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

OUR SERVICES

- 24 HOUR PERSONAL
SERVICE

- PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

- FUNERAL PLANS

- TRADITIONAL AND
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS d

- DIRECT CREMATION e R

- FULLY INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 3¢ o clasiastical

Planning Services

g 01785336722

INDEPENDENT

o] 60 PIREHILL LANE, STONE, ST15 OJN
WWW.IWEUNERAL.CO.UK




Andy & Son

Family Butchers

Major Credit Cards Accepted

7 Hilderstone Road 0
Meir Heath ]
Stoke-On-Trent S
ST37PB

Opposite Windmill
01782 392521
m—

In September 2025 we celebrated 30 years in the business supplying top
quality meat and many other delicious products. We are a family business '
and we pride ourselves on great customer service and locally sourced
produce. Price wise we can beat the supermarkets on many occasions
but for the friendly service and expertise we win every time!

All cooked meats are cooked on our premises
our burgers + sausages are shop made.
We have a large selection of marinades available.

Taking Christmas Orders from the beginning of November

HIGHFIELDS FARM B&B

Enjoy a warm welcome
in peaceful countryside
surroundings.

Comfortable rooms, hearty
breakfast, and a relaxing stay.

Ideally located for the
Peak District with easy access
to the M6 & A50.

01889 505000

www.highfieldsfarm.net

‘F airway
Service Station

‘Umjoart Care Care Centre
All makes cf car serviced and r@pairec[
MOT test station
Vehicle diagnostics
Air conc{itioning service and re-gas
Convenience store, newsagent
& off-licence

Licﬁfie[c[ Road, Stone

Tel: 01785 812548
Wwfairwayss.co.uﬁ




CAR
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HILDERSTONE

MOTTESTSTA, W

AGNOSTIC

LIGHTCOMMERy,, N £

Hall Lane, Hilderstone, Staffs, ST15 85Q
Telephone; 01889 505656 Mobile: 07774151890

Email: info@hilderstonegarage.co.uk

www.hilderstonegarage.co.uk

Here at Hilderstone Garage we offer quality vehicle servicing, all
types of repairs, in depth diagnostics and all class of MOT testing.

We also offer a car collection & delivery service for ultimate
convenience, courtesy cars available on booking.

Our new state of the art ATL MOT testing facility is now open
and are proud to announce that we are now testing all Class of
vehicles from Motorcycle to Light Commercial and including
mini bus.

MOT testing starting from £25 please call for prices and to
arrange an appointment.




Cotwalton Dairy

Price and Stubbs

A Boulton & Sons Ltd)
st 1946

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE
MILL STREET, STONE

TE': 01 785 81 2556 Open Daily 8am - 8pm ST15 8TA

Fresh, Pasteurised Milk

« DAY ORNIGHT bl 1
) LADEL ¢ OF RE available from our on
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST il farm vending machine.
+ FLORAL TRIBUTES ¢
+ MEMORIALS Reusable glass bottles available
« CATERING A or bring your own container.
& g
1 c U, 'M"\
+ PRE-PAYMENT SCHEMES - Farm fresh eggs and flavoured

milk shakes also available.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

@ JOHN REEVES

“THE NUMBER 1 NAME IN THE NUMBER 2 BUSINESS”
SEPTIC TANKS & SOAKAWAYS

Emptying & Maintenance of Septic Tanks, Cesspools,
Sewage Treatment Plants & Pumps
All types of drainage systems catered for.

DRAINS UNBLOCKED

Drain Jetting & CCTV Surveys, Drain Tracing

Fully Licensed Waste Carriers Est. 1968

FREEPHONE: 0800 358 7455
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Recycle @ » Charity

Recyele your empty Inkjet Cartridges
Help us raise money for our village church and reduce landfill
Sorry we cannot accept toner cartridges

There is a box inside church for your donations

If you need your donation fo be colleeted please call
Phil Davies an 01785 747836

FEEEESHTESESERFFERE R REREFE R RFEREFRR RSB IR AR AR NS

It anyone who like 10 make any donation to the running of the
magazine Phil Davies would be happy to hear from you.
Please contact him on 01785 747836,

Flying from
East Midlands
Airport?

Safe and secure indoor
parking with courtesy transfer
to and from the airport.

For more details and rates
(mentioning this advertisement)

Telephone:
07748 625729

ADW

Roofing & Building

All types of roof/ building Work

Large / Small property repairs

(No more felt)

Quality Workmanship

Friendly Service

Tel: 01889599046 07876336371




Together We Can
Make A Difference

You can help us make a difference
in our community - whatever your
skills, spare time, or age.

Help keep our village looking its very best by Keeping paths,
driveways etc clean, tidy and attractive.

Sponsor a village planter. Contact Hilderstone Parish Council for
details.

Become a local Parish Councillor (see magazine for details).

Litter picking. Help reduce unsightly litter in our lanes.

Churchyard Tidy-up Group. Keep our churchyard tidy for visitors
and the wildlife that lives there. Contact Christine Clark on
Tel: 01889 505676.

Send us your pictures, articles etc for our Parish Magazine.
Email: eleanor.bane@safersystems.co.uk.

Make a donation towards the upkeep of the Parish Magazine.
Contact: philip.davies73@btinternet.com.

Recycle your old ink cartridges at Christ Church. Contact Phil
Davies (as above).



Advertise in the Parish Magazine. Contact Audrey Stringer
on Tel: 07973 790655. Annual advertising rates are as follows:

1/8 page - £21.00 % page - £78.75
% page - £36.75 Full page - £99.75
14C Raleigh Hall Ind Est 01785 850193 / 851183

Eccleshall, Stafford sales@creative-copy.co.uk
ST21 6JL www.creativebee-Itd.co.uk orﬁdjrﬁ A m




