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PARISH MAGA

4 celebration of village life

Spring Edition 2025




WHAT’S ON:

MARCH:

Wadnesday 5™ ash Wednesday Service Tprn — Bprn Christ Church
Tuesday 11® W1, Meeting 12.30pm — 3pem Village Hall

With tefk an history of Hilderstone
Sunday 23" Benefice Confirmation Service  10.30am —midday 51 Nichalas

Fukford

Saturday 29" Cammunity Hub Café 10am = 1gm Wilags Hall

Fop-Up Pub Gpm - 10pm Willage Hall

With Quiz Might

Food Vendor: Solo Pizza

APRIL:
Tuesday 1 Village Hall AGM 7.30pm — Spm Village Hall
Tussday B® W), Mesting 12.30pm — 3gm Village Hall
Samatay 13" Palm Sanday Service 11.15am — 12,15pm Christ Church
Thursday 17 Baundy Thursday Service 7.30pm —8.30pm  Christ Chureh
Friday 18" Good Friday Sendoe 11am — miday 51 Nicholas
Fulford

sunday 20 Familly Easter Servlce 11.15zm = 12.15pm Christ Church
Saturday 26"  Community Hub Café 10am = 1gm Villagea Hall

Pap-Up Pub fipm — 10pm Willage Hall

Evant & Food to be confirmed

RAY:

Thursday 17" Palling Day = County Council Bam ~ 10pm Village Hall
Tuesday 137 W, Mesting 1i.30pm = 3pm Villaga Hall
Sunday 18"  Chrlst Charch APCM 12.30pm = 1.30pm  Christ Chaurch
Saturday 31 Community Hub Café 10@m = 1pm Willzge Hall

Pag-Up Pub Gpm — 10pm Willage Hall

Event & Food to be confirmed



Durtes & Times may change. Please check In advance of on event.

Weekly Events:
Mondays Taskwondo £.30=830pm Village Hall
Wednesdays Circuit & Stretch Bpm— Jpm Village Hall
Thursdays  Freestyle Fitness Yoga 10am=1lam  Village Hall
Taekwondo Tom—9pm Viillage Hall
Contact Details:
Christ Church, Hilderstone:
Wicar Rev'd Lucinda Wray-Wear Tef; 01782 397073
Churchwarden fudrey Stringer Tel: D189 50563E
Parish Council:
Parish Clerk Misola Evans Ted; 07971 226170
Email: clerk@hibdaruinne s1aifsle pov.uk
Website: www. hilderstone.org.uk.
Hilderstone W1 12.30pm- 3pm 2 Tuesday af the month, Village Hall,
Prasidant pirs Gill Shater Tl 7935 999424
Email; hilderstonewipresident@gmail.com
Hiderstone Village Hall:
Bookings: Hallmaster booking servica Tel: G810 332559

Ermail: hilderstonevhbockings@grmail com

Facebook @HWHED, Twitter @ivh50, Instogram hilderstons wiloge hall,
Weh Site waanae hildersionevifimgetiol. com.

Staffs, County Councillor:

tan Parry Teed: 07831 510381  Email: ian. parryii statfordshire. gov.uk
Stafford Borough Councillor:
Karine Aspin Teed: (7498 325374 Email: Kawpini@ualiondbe.gov.uk

LN (Willoge laformotion Metwork]: smail notificetion of events, pews, &ic in the
wiloge or affecting those dwng here. Contact: nohard, pileher] @brintaraet. com.




From Your Parish Council
Parish Council Vacancy

‘We still have one seat an the Parish Council.

The Local Parish Council is the first tier of local Government, it is generally
considered the first step into local government before maoving on ta higher
fiers. It can lewy a precept which has toc be spent within the parish. By
becoming a parish counciflor, youw will be able to contribute to the parish. &
parish councillers” primary rele is ta represent the people who lve with their
parish, provide a bridge between the community and the parish council, be
an advocate for local residents, and signpost them to the right people within
highaer ters.

To be eligible to stand for election to a parish council, you must:
+  be a UK or Commanwealth citizen and an elector of the parish
= he acitizen of the Republic of ireland
= be acitizen of another member state of the Europ=an Union

= he at least 18 years old

# for the whole of the previous 12 months have ocoupied (as owner
or temant) land or other premises inthe parish

+ during the previcus 12 months have worked in the parish (as your
principal or anly place of work)

= forthewhole of the previous 12 months Ineed in the parish or within
three miles of the parish boundary

# Sign up to the Parish Council's Code of Conduct, which is based on
the Molan Principles.

You may not stand in on election to become g locol councillor, (Local
Government Act 1972 - section 80} If you have been convicted and received
& prison sentence [or suspended sentence) of three months or more in the
five years before the election.



Meetings

Councillors have a duty to attend all meetings, and they usually take place
on the fourth Wednesday of the month, meetings are open to the public
and press. Meestings should last no more than two or three hours. Some
councils also have sub-rommittees to deal with specific subpects, such as
planning matters, but this penerally makes for shorter Councill meetings
rather than a much greater time commitment.

Length of service
Parish Councillars are elected for a four-year term, but you may stand down
at any point in the term if you decide you are unable to continue,

If youwant o find out more abowt becoming 2 Parish Councillor, or have a
specific guery, please get in touch with owr clerk

clerkithilderstona statfslc povuk = 07971226170 = Nikola Evans.

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY DRAW WINMNERS:

Movember: December: January 202%
Ball: 44  E100 Ball: 38 E£100 Ball: 59 £100
a7 £ 50 5 ET5 52 £ 50
o E 25 5 E 50 oF E 25
2 £ 10 47 £ 40 25 £ 10
3z £ 10 10 £ 30 7o £ 10
28 £ 25
B6 £ 20
14 £ 20
16 £ 10
5 E 10

Get your winnings guicker by giving us account details for wheare you walld
llke therm transferned. Emaili hilderstonevillagehall @ gmaill. cam.
Confidentiality assurad!




Hilderstone W.I.:

At owur first meeting of 2025 in January, our
speaker was from Quirky Birds, who gave a
talk about her paintings and her life as a tour
manager for Regent Trawvel, which we all
tound most interesting. Later imthe meating

INSPIRING WOMEN = voted on this year's resolutions for

WFWI, 1o discuss at the national meeting,

This was followed at our February meeting by a talk from a representative
of HaL, the furmiture shap, showing wus the correct chair for posture and back
care. &5 with every meeting, a competition was held, this month’s
competition was to enter a cushion,

In April a growp of us are attending the spring meeting of the Staffordshire
Federation, with guest speaker TV personality, Kate Bottley, and we are
looking forward to hearing her talk.

Cur craft group s working hard on its entry for the County Show in May,
while the Poetry Group continwe with their regular mestings too,

As always, we are keen to welcome new members to our Wl in Hilderstone.
E If you are interested, why not come

alang and visit? Our contact details are
below,
“m s 1
ME Meetings are on the 2nd
H'\ Tuesday in the month...give us a
nAY i try, please!

GET INVOLVED!
—
CELEBRATING For more information on the

Hilderstone Women's Institute, please
“u {F!?FS contact Gill Slater on

W TR A : Tel: 07936 9909424,



Stone Community First Responders

First Responders are & team of West
Midlands  Ambulance SERVICE {WHAS])
NH5-trained wolunteers  whao  provide
immediate assessment and care to the sick
and injured of Stome. They work alongside
and in support of ambulance service
paramedics, Based in 3tone and operating
within a 5 milies radiuws, they are often closer
to an  emergency than the nearest
paramedic-staffed ambulance, frequently arriving ahead of them. In life-
threatening emergencies, their quick response can be vital.

Stane Community First Responders have been actively helping local people
for cver 15 years. However, while they are trained and governed by WHAS,
they receive no financial support from them, To continue to offer this vital
service, they must continually fundraise. As a registered charity, they reby
entirely on fundraizing events and donations from the public, as well as
contributions from local businesses, both small and large,

You will recall that a few years ago our village came togethar to raise funds
to replace their defibrillator. Mow, to comply with current regulations, they
need to replace their vehicle, To help raise the necessary funds, we are
holding 2 Grand Draw on 26 April, to coincide with the Village Cafe and
the Pop-up Pub. Maore details to follow,

Considering the demographics and rural locaticn of many of our villages, it
iz essential that volunteers in these areas 2re trained to access and wse the
defibrillator (located in our Village Hall car park). The First Responders are
therefore planning a CPR training session at 1.30pm on 2&6th April,
following the Village Café in the Village Hall, Register your interest on VIN,

Further informaticn will be available at Village Café and Pop-up Pub on 29"
Parch. We need donations for the raffle, a5 well as wluntears to sl tokets,

For more information, please contoct Liley: 0Fd64d 140547,



FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL

m— As youw would expect, the
Hilderstone Village
Show on Saturday 217
December was a great
success and we  were
delighted to welcome
several new members to

aur team of merry performers, OF
course, many of the ‘old crew” trod
the boards again, seme of whom
have been performing in our show
since |t first began

Featuring comegdy sketches, jokes and readings, this year’s show alsa played
host to our anfual mini parte — this vear being ‘Dick Whittington and his
cat'. With swash-buckling pirates (of sorts), dastardly villains {in the form of
King Rat] and the eponymous cat {complete with Scottish accent), the
performers did themselves proud and delighted the asdiences. Of course,
all'swell that ends well [sorry Shakespeare) and Dick gat his gal, the rats met
a sticky end and King Rat becomes a reformed character. It was Christmas
after all, =0 a happy ending was to be expected,

Owir thanks to EIH who took part in the show and helped raise £270 for Qak

E Tree Farm, pius much-needed funds for
the Village Hall. Special thanks to Andy
Reiss who continues to stage this show
gach year A huge amount of effort goes
Into such performances, both on stage
and off stage, and cur thanks 1o you all for
supporting us agaim this vear




What's On: Our Community Hub Cafié which is held an the last Saturday of
the month, has had something of a face IR recently; aow frosh Mowers,
pingham tablecloths and fresh coffee are on the menw, and we were even
- = I treated to  delicious
> pluten-free pancakes in
January, Originally setup
! as a place to meet
friends, old and new,
cver a delicious, cooked
breakfast with
ingredients sourced from
local suppliers, the café
has had a  mixed
reception amangst villagers, Itis hoped that the numbers supporting us will
continue to rise as we have few opportunities in our village to meet up due
to our often-busy lives, Our thanks to Hilary lackson (PICTURED ABOVE,
alongside Sue Plant and Steven Bane) who, along with John Hill, Lisa & Harry
Morwood and Pat Gates, has proved an invaluable asset to our team at the
café.

W also continue to hold our monthly Pop-Up Pub events, Our March event
will also feature a Quiz Might, hosted by Sam Handley and we are looking to
hald other entertainment during future pub nights so please keep an eye
open for what's coming to your willage hall.

And finalky, if part of your New Year's resolution was to improve your general
fitness, then go to our Village Hall Facebook page to see what classes are
avallable in the village, The hall s currently used for Taskwondo |Monday
6.30pm — 8,30pm & Thursday Fpm — 9pm}, Circuit & Stretch [Wednesday
apm - Tpm) and Freestyle Fitness Yoga (Thursday 10am -11am). Similarky, If
you know of anyone who is looking for a superb venue to host classes (be it
keep fit, art, drama etc|. Look no further than your village hall. To book
your place at these classes, contact:

Taekwondo: Stocey Weatherer -Tel: Q75966 FOB791 (wealtherers@@oolcom),

Circuit & Stretch and Yogo classes: www therogoersenagliraimerco, uk,



Cooks Tips: Hot Cross Buns

Ingredients

SO0 strong bread Nowr, phas a lithe 170 sultanas

extra for dusting test of two smadl granges
g sachet of died yeast

2 5 ground Snnamoen For the érass piping

¥ tip salt 758 plain flour

&g mived peel 1 thsp caster sugar

Tag caster sugar For the glaze

250enl milk 2 thip caster sugar
Method

* Sift the flour, caster sugar and salt
together in a bowl then mix in the
yeast, In a jug, mix the milk with &5m|
warm water (to make 315ml total),
Gradually add the ligquid and mix to
achieve a plable dough. Lightly flour
a wark surface then tip out the dough
and knead for 5-6 mins wntil smooth

and elastic:

» Carefully mix the peel, orange rest, sultanas and ground cinnamon into
the dough and make sure they are evenly distributed. Then leave to rise in
the bowl for an hour.

» Lightly grease a large baking sheet and then pull off 85g pieces of the
dough and make them into balls. Place the balls ocnic the baking sheet,
avenly spaced apart and allow to prove for another howr.

& Preheat the oven to gas B, 230°C, fam 210°C,

* Make the flour piping by combining the plain flour, tablespoon of caster
sugar and 80ml of water and blend until the mixture is smooth. Transfer to
a piping bag and with & small plain nozzle pipe & cross over the top of the
buns when they are ready for the oven.



e Bake the buns Tor 15 mins at 220°C then turn the owen down to gas &,
200°C, fan 1B0°C, cover with foll and bake for a further 10 mins,

# While the buns are cooking, heat 2 thap of water and sugar for the glaze
until all the sugar s dissolved, Brush over the buns when they are just out
of the aven,

= Allow to cool for 10-15% mins and serve warm, The buns can also be sliced
i Balf, teasted and served with butter,

Spring watch for Children: oid you know?

*  After the March eguinox, countries above the equator line {like the UK)
are tilted towards the sum. As 3 resuft, these countries get more hours
of daylight and warmer temperatures, The March equinox takes place
an 20" March 2025,

¢ Over half the world’s population of blueebells can be found in the UK,
and in Spring, they're ouwt in full force!

#  Only 1in 50 frogspawn will live to adulthood = that’s why there are so
many of them In your pond|

« Spring sees the start of the dawn chores, when the birds such as
blackbirds, robins, and wrens start singing at the flrest sign of daylight.
The dawn chorus starts in Spring and reaches its peak in May. You have
to get up early, thowgh, to hear it.

o, g:_q P :'.1- ] - ..'.__;ﬁ
¢ The call of the cuckoo. Tradition has it ,"l: J -' ¥
that Spring Is not here until you hear the -I"-: T ;""
first cuckoo, whose name mimics its call "{-'f Ll L
In late March and early April, these ?: x4
migratory birds are arriving from Africa, g S 5 o .
ready to lay their eges In other birds' | sade s v ot stk

nests.



Kid’s Corner: Easter Sudoku Puzzle

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the grigs so that eoch horizontal row contains each
tetter exoctly ance, egch verficgl column contains egch letter exgctly once,
chd eoch sub-grid contoins each letter exactly once, The word is
DUCKLINGS. If you are stuck, the answer can be found on the inside bock
cover of this magazine.

C ula | L
Kl s | L u

u N |

i
K | C
L kK 1| 1
K u

c |l ul 1| K L | s

G N U

e 2




The Waiting Spring ,,ﬁ{-ﬁ

by Muarian Boldwin L

Birds have come early this year

Falling from clouds into a skeleton wood. [ -
There is new budding in the tangled hedgerow,
Leaves are breaking on still sleeping branches;

A thaw is unfreezing the locked land.

Old farmers question the signs,

Gypsies finding marks in the mud tracks

Were anxious as still waters rippled

Before the geese fell.

But they knew the birds who came early;

If[ They felt the waiting Spring.




% wildlife in Spring

&

The best way to attract more wildlife into your garden is 1o create habitats
where wildlife can feed, sleep and hibernate g digging a pond, growing
plants for bees, pallinators and insects and making a log pile or a Bug
Hotel to give them shelter — just "Bee Creative™|)

LI

Y

*&%ﬁ‘ﬁ

Grow purpie Nawers for bees as they
tan =ee the colour purple more
clearly than any other colour, Here
are some of the best plants for bees:

Lovender, Aliiums, Buddleio, Cotmint,
Bluebells, Crob  Apple, Crocus,
Flowering Cherry, Forget-Me-Not,
Howtharn, Primrose, Pulmonaria,

Rhododendron, Rosemary,
Campanula, Foxglove, hvy, Verbeno
Borariensis,  Heather,  Erpngium,
Pensteman,  Aster,  Cornflower,

Seobiows, Sedum and Dahlie [single-
[flowering),
Don't forget to keep feeding the

birds, leaving a varety of protein and
Fat rich foods for them every day,

Wash out/sterilise bird baths and
trays. Clean empty nest boxes,



Easter Blessings




Church Matters: Services & Readings

Date Oid Tastamant Mew Tostament Gospal
| Deuteronomy 26: | Romans 10
™ | o .
o™ March CW 144 i 13 Luke 4:1-13
| Gendsis 15 Philippians 3;
i= .
16" March | BCP | oo g i Luke 13; 31-35
BEMEFICE CONFIRMATION SERVICE

237 Miagrch | CW

10.30am 5t Nicholas Fulford, led by Bishop Matthew

MOTHERING SUNDAY

i ko 2 Corinthians 5: | Luke 15: 1-3
GrintiEns 5 ke LB o 2
I oyl 16-21 11h-32
| } Philippians 3:
= { i 3 -1
B April L OV | Isadah 43516-21 4514 lohn 12:1-8
| PALM SUNDAY
13" Aprl | W i |
17 April J Maundy Thursday ~ 7. 30pm Christ Church
18" April | Good Friday - 11am 5t Nicholas Fulford
| EASTER DAY
O™ apnl ) CW
{
2T april | CW | Acks5:27-32 Revelation 1: 4-8 | John 20: 19-31
A" May | CW | Acts9:1-8, {7-20) Efﬂaﬂ“ o John 21:1-19
11" May | CW | Acts 9:36-43 :'_E:_fl"”""" % lohn 10: 22-30
| BActs 11:1-18 Revelation 31;1-6 | John 13; 31-35
1B™ May | BCP Annual Parochial Church Meeting
| ot Cheist Chorch directly after the maorning senvce,
Revelation 21:10, l Jokn 14:23-29
|

25" May

ool o John 5:1-8




LIVING HOPE

N sl Pl
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The Church of England’s Lent theme for 2025 is Living Hope.

This Lent we are encouroged o put down deep roots of hope
by connecting with God who is with us of all imes.

In Lent we joumey with lesus on the difficult and thorny read that leads all
the way to the cross on Good Friday — and bevend, to the transformation of
Easter Day.

God invites us to brimg to himm our own journey through everyday life. In the
disappointment of daily sethacks and the pain of deeper hurts, we discover
that God is present with us. And God promises a future where all things are
healed and made new,

Living Hope aoffers us the opportunity to deepen our hope in God and be
part of what God is daing to bring hope in the world,

The readings and reflections explore how we can have hope in times of
frustration or uncertainty; the hope found in joining with others; the
invitation to notice signs of hope arcund us; the courage to face reality and
pursie a hopeful future; and the ways God tramsforms death Into life at
Easter.

The reflections have been written by Cathrine Fungal Mgangira and Belle
Tindall — both contributoers to Wild Bright Hope: The Big Church Read Lent
Book 2025 {5PCK) - together with Victoria Mason, Everyday Faith Editor for
the Church of England.

Coples of the 2025 Living HMHope bookiet con be found of:

ot www, cofe jo/LivingHope,




A Prayer for Lent
God of all being, fill owr hearts with compassian for
our sisters and brothers affected by poverty
and help us to respond 1o their needs during this Lent time,
May we seek justice through our prayer and reach out
ta those in need through our giving,
Send your life-giving power to revive the weary,
restore the broken hearted and renew hope in all wha despair.

. - ;.'1 b '
" % =
Palm Sunday - the Cross and its meaning
(Perlm Sunday: 13™ April]
At our Palm Sundoy service, we receive @ cross mode from palm leaves,
Each point of the cross lnks fo o theme:

Pray for those who lead
and teach us

Pray for the world T Pray for people in need

o Pray for aur community




Hold the cross in your right hand and then place your left thumb on
the left ‘crosspiece”. Pray for the world, in these or similar words:

Lowing God, thank you that your peace reaches into every situalion
across our world, Be close to those ploces that need peace this doy.
Lovd (i Your mercy — Hear our prayer

Place your left thumb-on the right of the ‘crosspiece’ and pray for
people in need in these or similar words:

Lowving God, thank you that your hope regches into every situation,
Be close to those who are 1 or sad this doy. Lovd in pour mercy —

Hear our prayer

Place your left thumb on the base of the ‘crosspiece’; Pray for the
community where you live in using these or similar words:

Lowing God, thank yow that your joy reaches into our homes, Help us
to know that you are with us every doy, Loard in your mercy — Hear
aur Prayer

Place your thumb on top of the ‘crasspiece’: Pray for those who
lead in the church and teach us about Jesus:

Lovwing God, thank you that your love is shared through vour church.
Give wisdom to those who help us to know the Good News of fesus.
Lord in your mercy = Hear our prayer

Place your thumb in centre of the ‘trosspiece’; Pray for yourself, in
these ar similar words:

Loving God, thank wou for fesws and the love he showed for me. Help
me to follow him more ond more each day. Amen,



Services & Events:

The Christrmas period was,
as you would expect, a
busy fime for us at Christ
Church Hilderstone. There
was, of course, the ewver-
popular  Christmas  Tree
Festival run by Simoan
Shaw and Andrew Davies
on " E 8% December,
which raized an impressive
£563 for our Access for All
project. e are wvery
grateful to Simon and his
team for the enormous
effart  they put  into
arganising this event at
Christ Church. They quite
literally “weathered the
storm”, keeping the show going during Storm Darragh - no small

achievement! Cwur thanks also go to everyone who sponsored a tree or
vicited the fesbval, the community spirit was
evident, with support from local families and
businesses.

With the church looking 30 beautiful = adornsd
with trees and Christmas decaorations - we decided
ta make the most of all their hard wark By holding

TOW: fL-R) Awdrey Steinger, Andvew Dovkes, Shivley Pafson, Siman Show oad Lifey Moove
gffer o busy morning decarcitng Be churct MIDDEE RIGHT: Three generations of the
Harunang family decorating thelr tree,  LEFT. Lilley Wagre and Harrier Bane sething up
the Mohwily seene of the entrance o fhe cherch. OPPOSITE PAGE: Cairfrating
Chrisingie ove: Richang Madin, Dovid Rabinsen, Jannh Shosel with cavgidens Ana (oged
4l wnd faphio feged §). Revd Lucinda Wiap-Weorn, Soweno Robinson, Delimh Hornsep and
Rachel Faster FAR RIGHT: Sarch, Aana oad Sophio,



LEFT: Murian Balgwin gnd Sue James-Heath
busy cecoratieg thetr iees, ELODW: The WY
hoand QF wiovk an fhelr Tree s,

a Carol Service
at the close of
the festwval. It
Was 3 Nery
merry event,
befitting  the
start of this
impartant Christian celebration, And what
! i% Christrmas without cur family-favourite,
the Crib Service? Despite a small incident with the candles, the Crib Service
Wwas a great swcoess, It is lovely to see so many familiar faces — many of
wharn first attended our Crib Service as very yvoung children and are now
young adults. We were all rather grateful, |
think, for the mulled wine and home-made
mince pies that warmed us before we set of
home in the cold weather! Of course, some of
us ventured out again on 24™ December for the
guieter early Midnight Mass service at 9.45pm
which was a slightly mose
sedate  celebration of the
birth of Christ.

Of course, as many of us
know, Christmas can be a
challenging tme for thase
who remember loved ones
they hawve lost, or who feel
izalated, depressed or
generzlly feel excluded from
the ‘joy" of the Christmas
season. It was therefore
decided to hold our first Blue



Christmas service on 1st December. This reflective service allowed those
wha traditienally kave felt marginalised or excluded from Christmas, to be
acknowledged and supparted. We alsa held our annual All Soul’s Service at
5t Wicholas in Fulford on Sunday 3™ Nowvember, during which Rev'd Lucinda
Wray-Wear read the names of loved ones connected to our Benefice who
have passed away but whom we wish ba remember on this day.

For aur Benetice, the Christimas celebrations concluded with cur Christingle
service, where adults and children alike were inwited to make their
Christingle oranges. As you can see from all the smiling faces (OVERLEAF)
this charming service was well-received by everyone - and the children
enjoyed the sweets which failed to make it on the Christingle oranges!

LENT & EASTER:

Mow, with 2024 firmly behind us, following a busy few weeks in December,
wie turn our atbention to our Easter celebrations, preceded by Lent.

Azh Wednesday: 7pm, Wednesday 5% March, Christ Church Hilderstone.

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent, during which we hald the
Service of Ashing. Using the ashes from the palm crosses blessed the
previous Palm Sunday, the priest marks individuals with the sign of the cross
- a tradition dating back to the Middle Ages.

Palm Sunday: 11.15am, Sunday 13" Apeil, Christ Church Hilderstane,

This service celebrates Cheist’s triumphal arrival in Jerusalem, when the
crowds waved palm branches and shouted "Hosannal® Palm Sunday is
celebrated ane week before Easter Day, and the palms are used to make
palm crosses,

Maundy Thursday: 7.30pm, Thursday 17" April, Christ Church Hilderstone,

This refloctive service commemarates fesus Christ's Last Supper with His
disciples and reminds us of the Importance of humility, selflessness, and
service to athers.

Good Friday: 11am, Friday 18™ April, 51 Nicholas Fulford.



Held at owr sister church, 5t Nicholas, the Good Friday service
commemarates lesus' crucifixion and 15 a sobems day of mourning and
reflection for Chrstians.

Easter Day: 11.15am, Sunday 20™ April, Christ Church Hilderstone

\#
B

Easter Day marks the beginning of 50 days
of celebrating Jesus’ resurrection

We find ourselves in the joyful period of
Easter an Sunday (207" April) which, for
children at keast, means the ever-popular
Easter Epg — and at our Family Easter
Service, irrespective of your 2ge, you
receive an egg. For Christians, the eggisa
symbal of new life; some believe that the
cracking of the egg. with the chick
emerging, reminds us of how lesus came
aut of the tamb on Easter Sunday, Also,
an Easter Sunday, you may noetice that a

tall candie at the front of the
church is lit [SEE ABOVE)
This is the candle from which
vour  child's  christening
candbe was fit - a sign of
fesus’ new life shared with
your child at their
christening. ‘We also bless
the tomb of lesus in our
Easter Garden (SEE RIGHT),

We do hope you can join us
during this important time in
the Christian calendar. You
are all vary welcome.




Caring for God's Acre: Looking after our Churchyards. For most of
us, Churchyards are solemn and guiet places; a chance to sit on a bench and
simply be st6ll. This, however, has not always been the case; quite the
contrary. In 1619, King James the First decreed that "traditicnal churchyard
games” were to be encouraged, praviding they were held “in due and
convenient time, and without implement or lat of Divine Service”. Quoits,
nimegins and wrestling took place in churchyards, and church or chape! walls
were even wsed to play ives. Even cockfghting was permitted, Moreowver,
“church ales™ were celebrated, with eating, drinking and general merry
making held in the churchyard and organised by churchwardens to raise
funds!

Mowadays, we are much maore focused an ensuring our churchyards remain
sanctuaries for flora, fauna and the wildlife they support.  Within the
confines of a churchyard, you will often find lovely flowers with ancient
names and tales associated with them. For example:

Snowdraps Candlemas Bells (Candlemas being held an
2™ February), February Fairmaids and May's
Tapers.

Primrose Prima Rosa - first flower, picked by children to give

to parents and wsed to decorate churches.
Primrose Day is 19" April.

Cowslip Keys of Heaven, or 5t Peter's Keys. Cowslips were
strewn in front of brides, womn in May Day
headdresses, and used for wine making.

Germander Speedwell Angels Eyes, Gods Eves and Eve's Tears because
af the blue of its flowers; its keaves were used to
make tea.

Lady"s Bedstraw The name refers to the Virgin Mary. ‘When dried,
it Emits a sweet aroma and was once used to stuff
straw mattresses and scatbered on floars.



Meadow Craneshill Grace of God.

Eldar God’s Stinking Tree, as ebder wood was belleved to
have been used o make the crass.

Early Purple Orchid Cane & Abel or Adam & Eve. Tubers were ground
inta flour and used in a milky drink called Saloop
or Saleps,

Comfrey & Lungwort  Abraham, lsaac and Jacoh owing to the varlety of
colours found on one plant.

Greater Stitchwart Easter Bell or Sunday Whites (in Devon],

Why not pop down to the churchyard and see if you can find any of these
ancient plants? While we would not recommend a quick game of ninepins
tand certainly NOT wrestlingl, your churchyard is a wonderfully peaceful
place 1o sit, enjoy the tranguillity, 2nd admire the beautiful views across the
fields now filled with sheep and their lambs,

e 0 Churchyard Tidy-up Group starts up again on
s Saturday 15" March atl 10am — midday, Spring
i ‘ "o heralds the start of our annual church malntenance
kg to ensure the churchyard continues to look its best
far everyone. This friendly group of volunteers has
been meeting for several years, and their hard work
has certainly paid off We welcome new members
to our team = just bring your own tools and join in the fun. Qur monthly
fidy-up starts at 10am, and finishes at 12 noon with, of course, time for
coffes/tea at 1lam and a good old natter with friends,
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Hilderstone Heritage: Part 48

Like most villapes across England and parts of south-east Scothand,
Hilderstone was founded by the Anglo-Saxons, The earliest recorded
mention of the village comes in 67040, and the name of the village |s Saxon
in origin,

Tha wvillage would have
been surrounded by an
‘open field' system. This
would comprize of two
huge fizlds |possibly even
three} which would hawve
in turn been divided into
strips of land, between a
third and a half of an acre

each. The wvillagers would
have been given egual shares
of these areas. This was called
strip  farming and  was
practiced for hundreds of
years. Ower time, the
constant ploughing came to
form what is known as ‘ridge and furrow”, Thare are three clear examples
near the centre of the vilage:! one behind the Lower Farm; and two on
either side of Dingle Lane. Thess have survived, as the areas were turned
aver for grazing and have not been ploughed over for at least 400 years, It
s amazing to think that the creation of the present ridge and furrow arsund
the village could date back over 1300 years!

ABOVE: Taken in the eary 19805 from Charch View's Yar fleld. the ridge and fumos i
chedadly shinen in the céntes of the picture: ABOYE RIGHT: A& recentlly toben phodogromh
by Roger Higginsan shawmng the doge ond furmw befving the Lower Farm it shows o
fest wiith snow an the grownd or when i fas beer wery dry,



More from the article on Hilderstone from ‘The Staffordshire Weekly
Sentinel’ of Friday 17th Aupust 1573:

“At Marlpit Bank Cottage, just five minutes steady walk from the church,
lHwe Mr Frederick Dattan and his wife, Snnbke, 3 couple of village stalwarts.
The neat fawn and flower beds immediately suggested someone whowas a
keen gardener, but | never had the chance to ask Mr Dalton anything about
it — he was cut at work, "My husband was born here”, said Mrs Dalton, who
iz enrolling Member of the Mothers’ Union at Christ Church.

R Dalton spent the whele of his working life on the railway. Mrs Dalton
originally fhved at Normacot, and first came to Hilderstone to stay with an
uncle and aunt, who kept nearby Home Farm. She and Mr Dalton knew each
other long before they were grown up, and bath served for about 50 years
in the church choir, Mr Dalton, who serves on Stafford Morth Local
Valuatiom Panel, was for a number of years churchwarden, He is Vice-
Chairman, and, at present, Acting Chairman of the Conservative Cammittee,
is on the Parish Councl, and was Secretary of the Village Hall Committee for
22 years, The cld grandfather clock, reaching up to the ceiling of the 200-
yiear-abd cottage, waved his minube hand all tao quickly and it was time ta

RO,

It s said that a ghost walks the edge of Chimney Pool at Hilderstone, where
the oid Manor House used to be, but that it has not been seen of lata.
Certainly, many years ago, there was bear baiting and cockfighting in the
village. What is even more certain is that during the Village Fair there was a
great deal of fum and merry-making, and the main road was lined with all
sorts of stalls.

fn 1943 the finances of the Stone and District Farmers and Traders” Red
Cross Committee were in good shape and not in serious need, 5o, 3
committee was formed to explore the possibility of raising money for a
village hall at Hilderstone, under the Chairmanship of Mr Robert Hill, of Spot
Acre. Social events followed, problems were overcome and eventually the



hall was opened by Mr Derrick Candy a great-great-grandson of Ralph
Bourne, wha in his day founded Christ Church and the local school,

The Village Hall is run by a committes made up of members of the various
organisations in the village, The Chairman is the Vicar, the Rev Narman
Gledhill, who has been the incumbent there for the past 12 years. The
secretary and Treasurer respectively, are Mrand Mrs Bill Shelley.

At their S0-acre dairy and poultry farm, Heathy Close, Mr Bill Shelley and
his wife Evelyn have a flock of 7000 head of poultry, and Mr Shelley reckons
that they help fill 37000 egpoups every week. Bill and Peggy — nobady knows
her as Evelyn = have twa sons, Brian aged 24, who i a mechanic, and
Michae!, aged 21, whao is in partnership with Dad, Michael is the fourth
generation to be at the farm, his great-grandfather having taken it over in
the 18805 after being at the Bird in Hand, Sharpley Heath, one of the last
pubs to brew its own beer,

Peppy's father came to Hilderstone to work in 1932, and she and Bill met at
the local youth club. She is the current President of Hilderstone Wi and was
e e 10 pears  the
Secretary. Bill = one of
the key personalities in
the willage's Amateur
Dramatic Saciety,
formed about 1B years
ago, and is alsa a
member of the Parizh
Council amd Church
Coundcil.”

| ABOVE: This sketch by A Beaks of Mele Heath is peo contemparenenus with the ariicls,
M s the Brick Dare Ehel was ooeT of The Loseer Foem, ThE oz e demmalifed, omd
han howses woere banit (v the nickpard in 1575. Keen eped readens will spot the prbistic

. fcence: the sign showing the rame ‘Hilgerstone !




THE WHITE ROSE

It is 2005, | have taken Anm to a friend’s home in Leyoett wha i halding a
Cat’s Charity with friends, Just half a mile away, | have taken the opportunity
towisit vy Cottage, the former home of my mother and her family. Very little
exists of it now; just the ground floor which fs used as a workshop by the
current owner, The garden, on the other side of the lane, has been kept
much the same as | remember it as a boy. | like to visit the place at least
once a year. It is 50 special to me.

| am sitting on an old wooden bench, the same one as | shared with my
Granddad eighty years ar more ago. & Blackbird is screaming abuse; |
suppose her nest is dose by | slip into a reverie. | don't see the neglect. |
anly see what | saw when | was a child.

The old cottage was
( built in the middle
cf the eightesnth
century on the side
of Weaver's Farm
probably  as  an
extension o the
farm, or for a farm
labourer, maybe for
a newly wedded
. cauple. Yet this timy
house became home to a family of nine. It had been my mother's home. She
and vy father held their wedding reception there. The small building clings
on grimly ta the farm as if fearful it might slip into the deep @ikway cutting
on its other side, fn spite of its small size, it is homely, snug, cosy and
welcoming. 1t has a lived-in, friendly pessonality all of its own. Sparsely
furnishied with twa small rooms downstairs. The front door apens onto the
lIving roarm, which has a tabbe, four chalres, an old armchalr and a plano, A
black range prowvides the only source of heat, hot water and means of
cooking. A single cold water tap is outside in the wash house. Slurry from




the cowshed and blood from the slaughterhouse next door seeps over the
front door step. A couple of sticky fiy-papers hang from the meat hooks on
the beams, The small parlouwr gives access to the stairs. At the top of the
stairs is a large landing and a bedroom, the only sleeping accommodation. |
howe everything about vy Cottage. It is part of me. | am part of it. This finy
house with four windows and a central door overhung with a white rambler
rase; It ks part of what has shaped me. | see the latch lift and the door slowly
open. & tall, silver-haired old man steps out, picks a half-opened rose,
threads it through the buttonhole in the left-hand side lapel of his jacket
with his poor hands the size of pit shovels, ravaged by sixty years In the
mine. He had done every job in the pit, both underground and over, His
hands had been scorched by the intense heat when stoking the boilers in
the fire-hole’ to make steam for the engines abaove.

His jacket is black, brushed to death
and shiny at the cuffs. His waistcoat,
similarly wom, is bedecked with a
silver Albert chain and hanging with
medals. A e, Always a tie. His
trousers, also dark wet smart, the
hems reflected in 2 pair of enormous,
shiny toe-capped boots. The benign
smite, half hidden by 3 Cupld's bow
moustache  and  blue, twinkiing,
expressive eyes suggesting a sensitive
and compassionate spirit;. proud yet
with humility; retifing though  self-
assured; emotional, but in control. He
suits his house. The howse suits him.
Samuel Tomkinson, my Granddad.
Born in 1876 at The Bogs Cottage, Keele where ke lived with his parents,
Samuel and Ann, brothers Ernest and Harry, and sisters lane, Lucy, Rosatta,
Matilda, Dinah, Wirginia and Elizabeth.

I stretch myself from the uncomfortable bench and consider this large
family. | shed a tear for my dear Granddad, so loved by all his awn. He died



in 1965, With no-one to care for him, he was taken to the Lymewood
Hospital in Neweasthe, buit in 1900, for reen anly, It had thirty-sx beds. Ann
and our four-year-old daughter came with me to ses him just before he died.
It was pitiable to see this straight, eighty-nine-year-old man in such a place.
Julie stood on his bed and sang him a Christmas Carol.

| chieck my watch, | stll have time left before |
colleck &nn. | am reluctant ta leave this place,
| think of Lucy, my Granddad’s wife. She died
in 1937 when | was one, yet | feel | knew her.
My memary of her is like & thousand pieces of
jigsaw; each piece containing some detail of
her, and Ber family’s  life;  each  detall
communicated  to me  either  throwgh
cverhearing, or being told  directly by
canversation from family members, te form a
complete pickure.

The second part af The White Rose will be (n the next edition of the Parsh
Magazine in the Summer.

# Recycle your empty Inkjet

Recycle ‘& » Charity Cartridges
Help us raise money for our village church and reduce landfill. Sorry we

cannot accept toner cartridges.

There is a box inside church for your donations. However, if wou need your
donation to be collected please call Phil Davies,

Also, if ampone who like to make any donation to the running of the
magazine, Phil Davies would be happy to hear from you,

Please contact Phil Davies an Tel: 01785 T47836.



A TOUCH OF GREEN

Loy e TE A TR T o m M ibeh SERVICKS

Wodald You Like a Lush,
Green, Weed Free Lawn?

Fardiy P 1 rarss

Fally Chushied amid
Inired

Ty Td Tasti

This space is
available.

You could
advertise here.

Pasteurised Milk
Open Daily 8am - 8pm ST15 8TA
Fresh, Pasteurised Milk

available from our on
farm vending machine.

Reusable glass bottles available
or bring your own container.

Farm fresh eggs and flavoured
milk shakes also available.

¥
i
1

il

JOHN'S WINDOW CLEANING

ladur PElling

78 5t Vincent Road
Walson

Stone

STLS 00U

Tel: 07794699907




Andy & Son ?a

Falluxy Butchers Nacar Crodd Cards Acoepied

7 Hilderstone Road
Meir Heath
Stoke-On-Trent
ST37PB
Opposite Windmill
01782 392521

Our business has been here for over 27 years supplying top quality meat
and many other delicious products. We are a family business and we pride
ourselves on great customer service and locally sourced produce.
Price wise we can beat the supermarkets on many occasions but for the
friendly service and expertise we win every time!

All cooked meats are cookad on our premises
our burgers + sausage @ shop made.

We have a large selection of marinades avallabls

Taking Christmas Orders from the beginning of November

HIGHFIELDS FARM B&B Tmmay
Sandon Rd, Hilderstone ST15 8SF S ervice S tation

Tel: 01889 505000 Unipart Care Care Centre
www. hi ghfl eldsfarm.net All makes @( car serviced and reyairea[
MOT test station
A warm welcome to all visitors Vehicle Jiagnosrics

Air concfitioning service and re-gas
Convenience store, newsagent
& oﬁ(—[icence

All our rooms have en-suite bathrooms,
wonderful views and comfy beds

Self-catering, family and dog friendly
options Licﬁﬁe[c[ Road, Stone

Delicious Full English Breakfast,

vegetarian, dairy/gluten free available ‘:T)e[,: 01 785 812548
We are open all year round. W\/\)\/\/fai’r’\/\/aySS,CO.ué




Hall Lang, Hilderstane, Staffs, 5T15 850
Telephone: 01889 505656 Mohile: 07774151890

Emall: infoihfdesstonagarage.co.uk

wanw, hilderstonegarage co.uk

Here att Hilderstone Garage we offer quality vehicle servicing, all
fypes of repairs, in depth diagnostics and all elass of MOT testing.

We also offer a car collection & delivery serviee for ultimate
convenlence, courtesy cars available on boaking.

Our new state of the art ATL MOT testing facility is now spen
and are proud (0 announce that we are now testing all Class of
vehicles from Motoreyele to Light Commercial and including
mini bus,

MOT testing starting from £25 please call for prices and to
arrange an appointment.




TRENT ROOFING AND BUILDING

® Building work and scaffolding
® Roofing repairs

e Groundworks
CONTACT:- 01538 722960

Mobile:- 07709 251239

R D CRESSWELL & CO LTD

Longton based Family Firm established since 1898
Delivery to the local area
Contact us for:
Calor Gas for your BBQ Portable heaters for home and leisure
General ironmongery items. Garden tools and pest control products

Or If you are running your own business: SMC Pneumatic products

Copper, Iron and PVC pipeline and fittings Pneumatic Control systems and automation

Industrial LPG heaters for sale or hire
For all enquiries call us on 01782 313488,

email us at rdc.cresswell@btconnect.com or visit our website at

www.rdcresswell.co.uk




MERV BENNETT & SON

Bamestio Applinnee Secvive Engieers

Price and Stubbs  Fitrrea

(A Boutton & Sons L4d) e+ vipreinn = Bakembann
Est 1946 ' ! -1*".‘-‘%‘-‘.’1‘
COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE | Tor siras coaat
M".L STREET, STONE Mok 17920 510154
Tel: 01785 812556
v DAY QR NIGHT '‘CURTAING UP*
o - Custam made hbinds and curtains.
+ PRIVATE CHAFELS OF REST Full measurement and making service.
v FLORAL TRIBUTES Curtain alterations alse undertaken
At A Friendly and bocal ar competithee prices
* MEMORIALS including wodlection and deliverny.
v CATERING Clalre Hardwick

K Dj 01538 702201

Email: dairedoartainsap. ook

www frequencyhearing. co.uk

ﬁffEQUl_EﬂCg Home visit audiclogy services
-~ hear iNQg based in Weston. Hearing Tests

Barry Perkin Microsuction earwax removal
07795 230098 All major brancls of
Highly Experienced Hearing Aids supplied & fitted
Fully Quafified N dt High S :
Audiclogist 0 need 1o pay High treet prices

emall: info@freguencyhearing.co.uk




% JOHN REEVES

WASTE MANAGEMENT

“THE NUMBER 1 NAME IN THE NUMBER 2 BUSINESS"

SEPTIC TANKS & SOAKAWAYS

Emptying & Maintenance of Septic Tanks, Cesspools,
Sewage Treatment Plants & Pumps
All types of drainage systems catered for.

DRAINS UNBLOCKED

Drain Jetting & CCTV Surveys, Drain Tracing

Fully Licensed Waste Carriers Est. 1968

FREEPHONE: 0800 358 7455




COOPER
PLUMBING
& PROPERTY
SERVICES

YOUR LOCAL FRIEMDLY PLUMEER
FULLY GHEALIFIED - FULLY INSURED
GAS SAFE REGISTERED
10 YEARS EXPERIEMCE
MO JOB TO SMALL
247 CALL OUTS
FREE GAUHOTATHIONS
CaLL TODAY:

TEL: Q7972196347
" 01889505085

ERAIL: COOFER=PPS{EHILITLOOK. OO

Flying from
East Midlands
Airport?

Safe and secure indoor
parking with courtesy transfer
to and from the airport.

For more details and rates
(mentioning this advertisement)

Telephone:
07748 625729

ADW

Roofing & Building

All types of roof/ building Work

Large / Small property repairs

(No more felt)

Quality Workmanship

Friendly Service

Tel: 01889599046 07876336371




Together We Can Make A Difference

You can help us make a difference in our community - whatever
your skills, spare time, or age.

. Heip to keep our village looking its very best by keeping paths,

driveways etc clean, tldy and attractive,

LSponsor a village planter - contact the Parish Council for details,

Become a local Parish Councilior [see magarine for details).

Litter picking. Help reduce unsighthy litterin our lanes.

Help keep our churchyard tidy for visitors and the wildlife.

- Jain our group of volunteers at the Village Hall = as bar staff,
helping keep the grounds tidy etc. Helpers always weloome.

. Send us your pictures, articles etc for our Parish Magazine.

. Donate towards the Parish Magazine.

. Recycle old ink cartridges at Christ Church. Contact Phil Davies.
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14C Raleigh Hall Ind Est 01785 850193 / 851183
Eccleshall, Stafford sales@creative-copy.co.uk
ST21 6JL www.creativebee-Itd.co.uk crmmlg A &714,2'2




