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USEFUL  NUMBERS 
CHURCH 
Vicar Rev. Marion Reynolds  Tel: 01782 397073 
Church Wardens Audrey Stringer 01889505638 or Sue Stubbs 
01889505203 
PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm  
Parish Clerk is Amanda Kingston . Contact number is  

01785 661550 or email clerk@hilderstone.staffslc.gov.uk 

 

HILDERSTONE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
President Mrs Pat Saul 01785 812580 
Meeting 2nd Tuesday 7 30 pm in Village Hall 
 
HILDERSTONE VILLAGE HALL ST15 8SF 
Bookings Secretary:  Debbie Britton    07810332559 
email :- hilderstonevhbookings@gmail.com 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Ash Connor area Neighbourhood Watch Stone  01785 234129 
Sue Stubbs  Hilderstone co-ordinator                  01889  505203 
DOCTOR 
Cumberland House, High St. Stone                          01785 813538 
Mansion House Surgery, Abbey St. Stone ST15 8YE 01785 815555 
STAFFORD HOSPITAL 
Casualty                                                      01785 257731  
POLICE 
Urgent/Emergency                                         999 
Non-Emergency number                             101 
Stafford County council                              0300111 8000 
Clarence Road (road repair and lighting)    03001118000 
Street scene (fly tipping rubbish)                01785  619401 
Stafford Borough Council                           01785  619000  
Staffordshire Crimestoppers                        0800 555 111 
Staffs. County Councillor: Ian Parry Telephone: 07831 510381 
Email: ian.parry@staffordshire.gov.uk Stafford Borough Councillor  

Cllr Andrew Harp Tel 01889 505400Editor Sue Stubbs tel. 
01889505203 or Email:- susanstubbs01@outlook.com 
ALL COPY IN BY THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PLEASE 
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We have the summer fair on July 20
th

. This will be on land by 

the X road. If raining it will be at the Village Hall. More 

details in this magazine. In August we have 2 open gardens at 

Sharpley Heath Farm and Sharpley Heath Cottage, more on 

the bake page. 

 Dates for Diary 2019 

20th July Summer Fair 

10th August Open Garden 

14th September Jumble sale 

15th September Harvest Festival Service 

17th September Harvest Supper 

3rd December W.I. Christmas Party 

10th December Village Christmas Party 

Editor Sue Stubbs tel. 01889505203 or Email:- 
susanstubbs01@outlook.com 

ALL COPY IN BY THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PLEASE 
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20th July S  

10th Augus   

14th Septe   

15th Septe    
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COUNTRYSIDE WATCHER – 

JULY JOYS 

Down the July lane, if you look closely at the trees, you might see 

fruits developing. Small green Beechnuts are now tinged with red. 

Look carefully underneath the Hazel leaves and see the young, 

cream nuts. There are pale green, young wings under the Sycamore 

leaves. The Ash has clusters of young, pale green keys hanging 

down. Growing from the Oak tree leaf joints, pointing up, are one or 

two embryo green acorns. What I love best are the round, spiky, 

green conkers. I look forward to seeing the fully-grown, brown 

conkers. 

On one long stretch of verge, is a mass of upright, flowering 

Stinging Nettles. Some guard the entrance to a style. I don’t think 

any walkers have braved the Nettles recently. The Common Nettle 

has tiny green flowers in loose-hanging spikes. 

I’ve never been one for walking at night. However, I have stood in 

the July garden at night listening to what was going on around me. I 

have often watched Bats searching for food. They use high sound 

waves to find it. The sound waves bounce off objects that the Bats 

can identify. They bounce off tasty insects that the Bats love to eat. 

They also bounce of trees that the Bats can then avoid. It is amazing. 

I often hear an Owl’s ‘Twit-twoo!’ or a Barn Owl’s screech.  

Many Owls hunt at night. Finding exactly where the sound is coming 

from, Owls are helped by their ears, each at slightly different heights. 

They use their good hearing to help them find their food.  
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There are so many Moths flying around that they are difficult for me 

to identify. However, females give off smelly chemicals. The 

feathery antennae that males have can smell the females and help the 

males to find them. 

I love watching Foxes at night. I usually see them coming through a 

hedge on a well-worn path, going down into the ditch. They go along 

until they reach a path going up the opposite side of the ditch. Then 

they are up the bank, through the hedge and gone. 

I have very rarely seen Badgers. They have an amazing sense of 

smell and can easily find their way in the dark. Perhaps I do not see 

them because they first smell me. 

What I miss most in July is that there is less bird song in the July 

Summer time lane. The Hedge and Tree Sparrows fly around in 

large, chattering groups. A Blackbird often whistles at me from a 

tree as I pass and a Robin calls from a post. Thankfully, there are 

still birds to make me smile. 

Sheila Harvey 
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Hilderstone Parish Council 
 

Parish Council Elections 2019 

The 2019 Parish Council Elections were held on 2
nd

 
May.  The election was uncontested and the following 

Councillors were duly elected. 

Cllr. Michael Shelley – Chairman 
Cllr. Audrey Stringer – Vice Chairman 
Cllr. Roy Clark 
Cllr. Jenny Crump 
Cllr. Hazel Woodward 
Cllr. Jim Davies 
Cllr. Philip Davies. 

Contact details for the Chairman and Vice Chair are as 
follows: 

Chairman, Cllr. Mike Shelley - Telephone: 01889 
505292. Email: mikeshelley@outlook.com.  Cllr. Shelley 
prefers to deal with village matters by telephone when 

possible. 

Vice-Chairman, Cllr. Audrey Stringer – Telephone: 

01889 505638. Email: a.stringer247@btinternet.com.  

Contact details for all other councillors can be found on 

the Parish Council website at www.hilderstone.org.uk  
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Best Kept Village Competition 2019. 
 
A reminder that the judging for the Best Kept Village 
Competition can take place at anytime up to the end of 
July (the dates are not given).  
 
Private front gardens as well as the public areas of the 
village are included in the judging. Neat and well 
maintained front gardens reflect the level of pride and 
care residents take in the appearance of their village.  
Everyone can help by weeding/sweeping the pavements 
in front of your house and for the passionate gardeners 
among you, an abundance of floral displays often helps 
impress the judges.  
 
The Best Kept Village volunteers work extremely hard to 
maintain many of the public areas so please support 
their efforts by picking up any litter that you pass when 
walking around the village; sadly a great deal is thrown 
from cars passing through the village.  If you live near to 
one of the public flower boxes it would be very helpful if 
you could water it in dry periods to keep the displays in 
good condition. If you can spare a little more time and 
would like to get involved with keeping Hilderstone 
looking at its very best, please contact the Parish Clerk 
Mrs Amanda Kingston at 
clerk@hilderstone.staffslc.gov.uk  
 
We hope that you will enjoy the fabulous children’s 
posters on display in the bus shelters again this year, 
created by pupils of Green Lea School. 



 
Dog Fouling  
 
Several incidents of persistent dog fouling have been 
reported in the Barnes Croft/Brampton Croft area and 
along footpath 10 from Cotwalton Lane.  Please 
remember that it is an offence to leave dog mess. 
Parents should remind children that walk the family 
dog on their own, that they must pick up the poo. 
Bagged dog mess can be placed in any public waste 
bin, although the bins in the infant play area should not 
be used. 
 
If you have any information about the above incidents or 
any  other owners who do not clear up their dog’s mess 
or let their dogs roam loose on a regular basis, please 
report it to Stafford Borough Council on 01785 619000, 
email: dogs@staffordbc.gov.uk  You can also report on 
line at https://www.staffordbc.gov.uk/dogs The names of 
people providing this information will remain confidential 
and you may receive a £75 reward if the information 
provided leads to a successful prosecution or issuing of 
a £75 fixed penalty notice. The Borough and Parish 
Council are determined to stamp out this very anti-
social problem and will take every step to identify 
and fine offenders. 
 
Where evidence of the guilty dog owners can be 
obtained, a fixed penalty fine of £100 will be issued.  
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Persistent offenders can be prosecuted further with a 
maximum fine of up to £1000.   
 
Highways Defects 
 
Please continue to report potholes, damaged 
pavements, blocked drains on the roads, broken 
streetlights, damaged trees or fallen branches to 
Staffordshire County Council Highways Department for 
action via: 
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/transport/staffshighway
s/Roads-and-highways.aspx by emailing 
highways@staffordshire.gov.uk or by calling 0300 111 
8000. 
 
Tree Planting Memorial for WW1 
 
The Parish Council is considering planting seven trees 
as a memorial to the local fallen soldiers from WW1. The 
trees would be planted near the children’s play area and 
would include a plaque identifying them as a memorial to 
the fallen soldiers.  The approximate cost would be 
£500.  As this is a significant sum, which has not been 
included in the 2019/20 budget, the Parish Council 
wished to inform the local community of their intention 
and encourage feedback, whether in favour or against, 
to the Parish Clerk at clerk@hilderstone.staffslc.gov.uk 
The final decision will be made by the Parish Council at 
their meeting in July.  

 
 



 

 

Christ Church, Hilderstone 
  

Summer Fair & Dog Show 
 

Saturday 20th July 
 

2.00pm till 4.00pm 
 

Now at the field next to Lower Farm, 
Sandon Road, Hilderstone 

 
Attractions include Tombolla,  

Cakes, Refreshments, and more 
  
 

Parking at Hilderstone Village Hall 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
       

 
 

 
Summer Fair help needed 

 

Our village summer fair is on Saturday 20
th

 July from 2pm till 

4pm and I am looking for people to help before during and 

after plus if you have any ideas for stalls and/or events please 

contact Phil Davies on 01889 505725. 
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From the Vicar 

We are well into Ordinary time in our church lectionary now and, as I said last month, 

looking at Jesus through Luke’s gospel. It is called ordinary but, for me, is anything 

but ordinary as we try to work out for ourselves what Luke is saying to us today. For 

example, take the parables; what does the parable of the prodigal son say to you? For 

you is it the prodigal son or his father or even his brother who speaks to you in the 

relationships you are in today? Take the parable of the good Samaritan; who speaks to 

you in this story? Is it the priest, the levi or the Samaritan? What is this parable saying 

to us about how we treat one another today? 

And what is ordinary about this time of year for our children? Not a lot – no way! 

School end of year, children moving from primary to secondary schools, those leaving 

school anxiously waiting for GCSE or A level results to know whether their 

provisional place at college or university will become a reality. School holidays, 

family holidays, juggling work and child care. No, there is certainly nothing ordinary 

about summer. 

However, it is so often in the ordinary that God does speak to us; in the little things 

that we maybe take for granted; in the conversation over a coffee or glass of chilled 

wine, sitting in the garden; in the walk on the seashore in the sun; in the time snoozing 

on a sunbed around a swimming pool; maybe even in the mundane household tasks we 

do almost by rote, without thinking. 
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Services at Christ Church  
July & August 2019      
7th July 11:15am Holy Communion 
14th July 11:15am Holy Communion 
21st July 11:15am Holy Communion 
28th July 11:15am BCP Holy Communion 
4th August 11:15am Holy Communion 
11th August 11:15am Holy Communion 
18th August 11:15am Holy Communion 
24th August 12noon Holy Matrimony 
25th August 11:15am BCP Holy Communion 
1st Sept 11;15am Holy Communion 
  
 
Readings – July & August 2019 
7th July   Gal 6: 7 – 16 
(Proper 9)   Luke 10: 1 – 11, 16 – 20  
14th July   Col: 1: 1 - 14 
(Proper 10)   Luke 10: 25 - 37 
21st July   Col 1: 15 - 28 
(Proper 11)   Luke 10: 38 - end 
28th July   Col 2: 6 – 15 
(Proper 12)   Luke 11: 1 - 13 
4th August   Col 3: 1 - 11 
(Proper 13)   Luke 12: 13 - 21   
11th August   Heb 11:1 – 3, 8 - 16 
 (Proper 14)   Luke 12: 32 - 40 
18th August   Heb 11: 29 – 12:2 
(Proper 15)   Luke 12: 49 - 56 
25th August   Heb 12: 18 - end 
(Proper 16)   Luke 13: 10 - 17 
1st Sept   Heb 13: 1 – 8, 15 - 16 
(Proper 17)   Luke 14: 1, 7 - 14 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Contacts for other Churches 

 The Methodist Church (Blythe Bridge): 

 Rev’d Ian Coates 01782 395370                                       
 The Roman Catholic Church (Meir & Cresswell)             

Fr Kazimierz Stefek:          01782 313734 
Rev’d Trevor Borthwick 
 
 
What’s On 
13th July Family Fun Day at Fulford 
 
20th July Village fete at Hilderstone 
 
10th August 1:30 – 4pm Garden Open. By kind permission of 
Mrs Sue Jones and Mrs Rose Mardling, spend a delightful 
afternoon in the pleasant and tranquil surroundings of the 
gardens of Sharpley Farm and Sharpley Cottage (ST15 8SJ). 
Refreshments available. Car parking available.              
Admission £5 per person – all proceeds to Access for All fund.              
 
Prayers 
If you cannot get to church and would like a visit and/or Holy 
Communion, contact the Vicar (39073)  
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Apple & Blueberry Loaf 

 

Ingredients 

125g Unsalted butter 

225g Self raising flour 

pinch of salt 

175g golden caster sugar 

2 large eggs 

2 apples peeled, cored and thinly sliced 

125g blueberries 

2 tbsp apricot jam 

 

Method 

 

Sift the flour into a bowl & add the salt and butter and mix until it has 

the texture of breadcrumbs. Add the sugar and eggs and mix again until 

smooth. 

 

Grease a 900g loaf tin and line with baking paper or a loaf tin liner, 

carefully spoon half the mixture into the tin and scatter with half the 

blueberries and half the apples. Add the remaining mixture then arrange 

the leftover blueberries and apple on top. 

 

Bake in the centre of a preheated oven at 190°C or gas mark 5 for 

about 1 hour until risen and quite firm to the touch. When the loaf is 

cooked a skewer inserted into the centre of the cake should come out 

clean. Heat the jam in a small pan to soften it and brush the warm jam 

over the loaf as soon as it comes out of the oven. 

 

Allow to cool slightly in the tin for 10 minutes before transferring the 

loaf from the tin to a wire rack.  

 

This cake is delicious warm or cold. 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

 

How to Report Rural Crime 

 

When reporting rural/wildlife crime consider these 

points. 

Are the suspect/s alone or in a group? 

• Are they trespassing? 

• Do they have equipment with them? 

• Do they have dogs or firearms with them? 

• Where are they going? 

• Where have they been? 

• What do they look like? 

• Have they any vehicles? 

• What are the number plates and vehicle models? 

• Can you safely get a photograph? 

When should I report? 

Call the police if you see something suspicious - call us 

on 101, or call 999 in an emergency. Alternatively you can 

contact the independent crime-fighting charity  
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Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or through 

their Anonymous Online Form. 

No personal details are taken, information cannot be 

traced or recorded and you will not go to court. 

Preventing Rural Crime 

On our Preventing Rural Crime section you can find 

information and advice on arson, commercial diesel 

theft, equestrian, farmhouses/buildings, fertiliser 

security, Horse Watch, livestock, metal theft and 

plant/equipment theft. 

You will find links on the Staffordshire Police  link :-

https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/article/2050/Rural-

and-Wildlife Engagement officer 

Email: nw@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk  
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MOUNT 

NURSERIES

Growers of Quality
Plants

Hilderstone Road, 

Spot Acre, 

Near Stone, 

Staffordshire.

Phone: 
01889 505627

Lazy Days
Cattery

Luxury Breaks For
Precious Pets

Neville Farm, 
Whitesytch Lane, 

Hilderstone.

Telephone: 01889 505562 
between 10 - 12 or 6 - 8 pm

!!!!!!!!

!

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! !!



Fairway 

Service Station

All makes of car serviced and repaired

MOT tests and retests

ESSO DEALER

Full Esso Shop and Newsagent

Quality Assured to BS EN ISO 9002

Lichfield Road, Stone, Staffs.

Tel: 01785 812548

Fax: 811598

Highfields Farm B&B 
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      Online home furnishings retailer!  
selling all kinds of quirky interior 

products" 
 

www"jp#interiorretail"com  
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Hilderstone Hall Care Home 

Where we offer personal care 

tailored to Each resident 

 by our caring attentive staff 

 

 
  

Come and join us at the Hall and 

meet the Manager 

Every Thursday at 2.30pm 

for Cream Tea 

 

Everyone is welcome. 

or Email: sales@creative-copy.co.uk



% % % %

      Professional Garden Design and Construction 

              Patios – Drives – Water Features – 

     Shed & Greenhouse Bases –Turfing – Planting 

          Fencing & Timberwork – Weed Spraying 

    Mini Digger Excavation Work – Walling – Lighting 

                                     Why Us? 

                            FREE QUOTATIONS 

                           ESTABLISHED 1992 

              QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ASSURED 

   Contract: STEVE MATTHEWS 

        01889 505738 or 0781 308 5634 

 

 

              

 

 

“THE NUMBER 1 NAME IN THE NUMBER 2 BUSINESS”

SEPTIC TANKS & SOAKAWAYS
Emptying & Maintenance of Septic Tanks, Cesspools, 

Sewage Treatment Plants & Pumps
All types of drainage systems catered for.

DRAINS UNBLOCKED
Drain Jetting & CCTV Surveys, Drain Tracing

Fully Licensed Waste Carriers Est. 1968

FREEPHONE: 0800 358 7455

JOHN REEVES
WASTE MANAGEMENT

Roger Simkin 

   Painter & Decorator                         

Member of the Dulux Select 

 Decorators 

All decorating backed with written 

 guarantee by Dulux 

Mobil 07971 950921 

Home 01785 850206 

!!!!

!
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      Professional Garden Design and Construction 

              Patios – Drives – Water Features – 

     Shed & Greenhouse Bases –Turfing – Planting 

          Fencing & Timberwork – Weed Spraying 

    Mini Digger Excavation Work – Walling – Lighting 

                                     Why Us? 

                            FREE QUOTATIONS 

                           ESTABLISHED 1992 

              QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ASSURED 

   Contract: STEVE MATTHEWS 

        01889 505738 or 0781 308 5634 

 

 

 Ann, Will you please add this add as a ! page thanks Sue 

 

 

Home 01785 213277



Flying from 
East Midlands

Airport?

Safe and secure indoor 
parking with courtesy transfer 

to and from the airport.

For more details and rates 
(mentioning this advertisement)

Telephone: 
07748 625729
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This space is 
available.

You could 
advertise here.



USEFUL  NUMBERS 
CHURCH 
Vicar Rev. Marion Reynolds  Tel: 01782 397073 
Church Wardens Audrey Stringer 01889505638 or Sue Stubbs 
01889505203 
PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm  
Parish Clerk is Amanda Kingston . Contact number is  

01785 661550 or email clerk@hilderstone.staffslc.gov.uk 

 

HILDERSTONE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
President Mrs Pat Saul 01785 812580 
Meeting 2nd Tuesday 7 30 pm in Village Hall 
 
HILDERSTONE VILLAGE HALL ST15 8SF 
Bookings Secretary:  Debbie Britton    07810332559 
email :- hilderstonevhbookings@gmail.com 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Ash Connor area Neighbourhood Watch Stone  01785 234129 
Sue Stubbs  Hilderstone co-ordinator                  01889  505203 
DOCTOR 
Cumberland House, High St. Stone                          01785 813538 
Mansion House Surgery, Abbey St. Stone ST15 8YE 01785 815555 
STAFFORD HOSPITAL 
Casualty                                                      01785 257731  
POLICE 
Urgent/Emergency                                         999 
Non-Emergency number                             101 
Stafford County council                              0300111 8000 
Clarence Road (road repair and lighting)    03001118000 
Street scene (fly tipping rubbish)                01785  619401 
Stafford Borough Council                           01785  619000  
Staffordshire Crimestoppers                        0800 555 111 
Staffs. County Councillor: Ian Parry Telephone: 07831 510381 
Email: ian.parry@staffordshire.gov.uk Stafford Borough Councillor  

Cllr Andrew Harp Tel 01889 505400Editor Sue Stubbs tel. 
01889505203 or Email:- susanstubbs01@outlook.com 
ALL COPY IN BY THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PLEASE 

 

HILDERSTONE VILLAGE HALL HIRE CHARGES 
 

Information for Hiring  Hilderstone Village Hall 
 
Hilderstone Residents:    £15.00 per hour 
Non Residents:        £19.00 per hour 
 
We can also offer special rates for Parties, and regular users of the 
village hall. Please feel free to discuss with the booking secretary 
what your requirements are. 
 

Village Hall Key Holders & Contact Details 
 
Mrs M.Wareham (Key Holder & Caretaker) 01889 505488  
Pat Cowan   01889 505069 
 
To advertise on the Village Hall Notice Board   email 
hvhnoticeboard@gmail.com 

 Hilderstone’s 100 club Draw  !"#$%&&'(%)*&+ 

 
1

st
  Prize £100  No 44 Pat Cowan 

 

2
nd

 Prize £50 No 56 Pat Saul 

 

3
rd

 Prize  £25 No 66 Doreen Smith   

 

4th Prize £10  No 68 Janet Hubbart 

 

5
th

   Prize £10 No 17 Iain Britten 

 
Editor Sue Stubbs tel. 01889505203 or Email:- 
susanstubbs01@outlook.com 
ALL COPY IN BY THE 8TH OF THE MONTH PLEASE 



 
Saturday August 10th 

from 1.30pm until 4pm 

Sue Jones and Rose Mardling and 

their families invite you to join 

them in their gardens at Sharpley 

Farm and Sharpley Cottage (ST15 

8SJ). Refreshments and a sit 

down(!) will be available. 

Car parking facilities will be provided.  

            Admission £5 per person 

 
Money raised to be donated to Christ 

Church, 

Hilderstone afa (Access for All) fund.         

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church Hilderstone Parish 

Magazine 

 

           July and August 2019 
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T: 01785 850193 / 851183
F: 01785 850445
E: sales@creative-copy.co.uk

15d Raleigh Hall Ind Est
Eccleshall
Stafford. ST21 6JL
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www.creativebee-ltd.co.uk


