












KEEPING YOU IN THE KNOW:   
The Village Information Network (VIN) 

 
The Village Information Network (VIN) is an 'opt in' system which provides a platform 
to circulate information, such as Police Alerts/Warnings and general information on 
forthcoming events such as Social Events, First Aid Training etc.  It is now also 
successfully distributed through social media with 150 subscribers outside the core 
messaging network. 
 
The Village Hall (HVH), Parochial Church Council (PCC} and Parish Council have direct 
access to the system and can post their own messages, while everybody else has 
access by a simple request system.  For instance, if you are organising a 'Children in 
Need' event and wish to promote it, just send me the copy and it will be circulated to 
all on the list and through social media.  The VIN has become the primary information 
distribution system for the community.  It has proved to be the most effective and 
efficient method of keeping people informed of what is going on  sometimes at very 
short notice. 
 
It has also become a platform for wider based initiatives, such as a local support 
group in our community, to assist the elderly, the sick and those self-isolating during 
the 1st phase of the Covid-19 Lockdown.   
 
Our volunteers, working with other agencies, set up and published advice for those in 
our local community in need of support services. This was hand delivered to every 
property in the Parish.  Before the nation got to grips with food and medicine 
distribution, VIN volunteers were shopping for food, collecting and distributing 
medicines - both within the village and to the outlying areas.   
 
If you are not already a subscriber (as an individual or household) and would like to 
join, e-mail   richard.pilcher1@btinternet.com with a request to subscribe to the VIN.  
Your name and e-mail address are the only information necessary to run the 
notifications and this is used for circulation of relevant information only. 
 
The system is GDPR compliant and your details are not shared with any other 
organisation. You may 'unsubscribe' at any time.  
 
 

The V.I.N.: Community spirit working seamlessly and at its best. 



 

 

Getting Fresh in the Village Hall 
Each Thursday  9am-12pm 

 
It seems so long ago, back on Thursday 14 May, when we held our 
first market during the Spring lockdown.  We had one stall holder - 
Sean Taylor - selling fresh fruit and vegetables.   
 
We started in June with six stalls - fruit and veg, butcher, baker, dairy, 
cakes, tea/coffee and preserves.  Later, we added bee & honey 
products, flowers & plants, take-away bacon-and-cheese oatcakes 
and this month, part-cooked pies.  By the end of November,  
have held 29 Thursday markets and three -  Saturday markets 
(  and  theme).   
 
Thank you to Sarah Estiberio, Little Green Veg, for supplying fruit and 
veg, plus Clive and Polly who stepped into the breach after Sarah.  
Thanks also to our customers, especially the weekly regulars.   
 
 Sean Taylor - Fruit and Veg - 07593 813935 
 Barbara Griffiths - Milk4Life - dairy and home-made oatcakes - 07857 

671160.  email barbara.griffiths@dairylink-uk.org 
 Michelle Walker - Lee Walker Family Butcher - meat and fish - 07939 

057972,  01785 812809, or email lee@leewalkerfamilybutcher.co.uk 
 Clive and Polly Stewart - Westart Apiaries - honey and bee products - 

07907 729136 or email westart10@btinternet.com 
 Dave Austen - Parkside Bakery - 07399 532985 (text only), 01785 247331, 

or email sales@parksidebakery.co.uk 
 Zara Hutson - The Draycott Arms - part-cooked pies - 01782 911030 or 

email Info@thedraycottarms.co.uk  
 Alison Nicoll -  Kitchen - cakes, puddings, and preserves - 07521 

999124 or email alisons.oven@gmail.com 
 
Join us for a glass of mulled wine and plenty of lovely gift ideas at 
our Christmas Market on Saturday 19th December, 9am-1pm.  
 

 keep this market going long-term - we need it!  



 

 

Hilderstone Village Hall 
 - what a lockdown! 

 
If  one thing the lockdown has taught us,  that Hilderstone needs a 
thriving, active, community centre at Hilderstone Village Hall.  The lockdown 
gave us important opportunities. 
 
We have been very fortunate to obtain a grant from Staffordshire County 
Council, with a second on the way from Stafford Borough Council.  We also 
received a generous grant from Councillor Ian Parry.  We use grants wisely.  
After all, the Parable of the Talents tells us not to hide them in the ground!  So 
what have we done with these funds? 
 
Our first challenge was upgrading the facilities, to enhance the  appeal to 
potential users: a new, disabled-friendly front door; double-glazed windows 
and CCTV.  We also looked to widen its appeal by obtaining a Premises License 
to serve alcohol and can now accept electronic payments. 
 
We have listened to your comments about booking the hall also.  With our 
dedicated new web site (www.hilderstonevillagehall.com) booking the hall is 
just a simple click away.  This is supported by the more traditional telephone 
booking option.  Now you can see the facilities we offer, pricing and availability 
all in one place.  This will help showcase the lovely village hall and all it has to 
offer.  
 
With Covid came the need to provide a state-of-the art hand sanitizer with 
Councillor  grant, enabling us to hold our Village Market safely and 
provide a service to our community.  This, together with the wearing of face 
masks and social distancing measures, ensures we are Covid-compliant. 
 
Also, we now have a much-needed Youth Group.  As for what is next - watch 
this space!  The Hall may be closed for all but the market, but we are keeping 
busy planning for its future.  My thanks to all the committee - past and present 
- and to all who use the hall.   make 2021 a big year for Hilderstone Village 
Hall! 
 
Tim Handley - Chairman 

















Hilderstone Heritage:  

Part 31 
th birthday (October 2020), it 

 

  Here is an extract f , dated 17th August 1961:  

 

reared her till the age of 14 and a farm conveniently near for her to work in 
and live with the family  until 26 years later she married the owner and 

of Hilderstone WI, of Bank Farm. 

 he was a big horse-breeder  her husband 
a

and 
(they have recently celebrated their 27th birthday) and I have held every 
position  except that of press correspondent -  

letter of different initials 
Mrs 

R H Philips, her husband and small daughter, Julia, at Hillrise. Mr Philips was 
 in 

Smallrise over 80 years ago. He is chairman of Sandon British Legion which 
covers the surrounding villages and a member of the Village Hall Committee. 

so well together. -
decorating their 300 years old house which used to be the old police house. 

decided to buy it. I used to live in Trent Vale
 

seem to achieve a great deal. We always enter for the competitions each year 
 The Knighton Challenge Shield and the County Shield and the County Show. 



We won the double-event last year at the County Show, and two firsts in two 
 and the church 

choir.  She also loves cooking and makes the most delectable cakes. 

Their little home is a veritable suntrap flanked by rose gardens which owe 
everything to their combined artistry and industry. All the alterations, painting 
and decorating have been carried out by her husband and his friend, Ken 
Boulton (Mr Philips is a painter and decorator by trade). When it comes to 
hobbies  
is his favourite pastime  and what a success he makes of it. 

I had hoped to have seen Mrs G M Shelley who has lived at the farm up Hall 

that she is much better. I did have the briefest of chats with Mr and Mrs R B 
Dobson, daughter and son-in-law, the date stone of whose house, Church 
View, rea
from Cheshire and they have three children  Stuart (8), Jean (4) and Keith (2). 
Their house used to be the Malt House or the Mill Farm where they used to 
grind corn.  

My introduction to Mrs E Bowyer was through a miniature greenhouse massed 
with the loveliest begonias in quite the most brilliant corals and other shades, 
giving a gaiety to Yew Tree House which was a welcome in itself. Mrs Bowyer 
has lived in the village since she was two   

children  John Edward is the eldest, and is still at home. The youngest is 
married and th

 

 so 
 

There was a time - 



and I) for close on 30 miles altogether over the fields. No phones. But the roads 
are bet

 

Mr Ball is a member of the Village Hall Committee, a sidesman at the 

deal with the evening round  
 

While we were talking young Janet Martin came in. She had cycled all the way 
from Smallrise  a matter of two miles  to get her fa

 

 

 

Whilst looking at Ordnance Survey maps of the village from 1878 and 1880, I 
noticed that there was another building next to the Horseshoe Cottages, where 
the seat now is. One map (after revisions) shows the building as still being there 
in 1923.  

There is a postcard of the bottom of the village which features a photograph 
taken in 1907. The photographer would have been standing at the junction of 
Spot Lane and Sandon Road. On examination, there is indeed another building 
as noted above. As there are neither chimneys nor discernible windows, it 
appears to have been a brick-built barn/stables.  

As the field where the Village Hall now stands was owned by the Horseshoe 
Inn until it closed in 1926, it is likely that this building belonged to the Inn as 
well. Both the Roebuck and Bird in Hand had outbuildings, and the Horseshoe 
Inn may have been a coaching inn at one time, so this would be a distinct 
possibility.  

The road through Hilderstone was a main route between London and 
Manchester and was turnpiked from 1762, and subsequently became a mail 
coaching route. From the memories of older residents, past and present, the 
building was demolished shortly after the Horseshoe Inn closed, or certainly 
within a few years. The moral of this story is that there is always something 
waiting to be discovered! 







From the Vicar 
 
As I write this in the middle of Lockdown2, I am amazed at just how many 
Christmas adverts are on TV, in the press and, on the odd occasion we go out, 
on posters. Apparently, advertisers have made a conscious decision to start 
advertising Christmas earlier this year to spread some joy in what has been a 
pretty fraught year. All that comes after newspaper headlines (which really 

Maybe some of the distortions of Christmas are not going to be present as they 
have in other years  too much food, too much alcohol, too much put on the 
credit card (you get my drift?) but Christmas, the Christian celebration, is very 
much not cancelled. Do
bottle of wine, sharing presents with family and friends and meeting loved 

r them any less. 
 
Amid all the sadness, anxiety, negativity of this year there have been many 
signs of love and care for others  shown by so many people in so many different 

small, local, mostly unnoticed ways (apart from those who have benefitted 
from them). For me, these are all signs that there is hope for the future, that 
we do care for others and the world around us. We will come through this 
pandemic together. 
 
At the end of November the church begins its new year with the season of 
Advent, one of two penitential seasons in the church (the other being Lent) 
when Christians particularly think about how far we fall short of what God 
would like us to be and we ask for His forgiveness. At the end of Advent, we 
have one of the two joyful seasons of the church  Christmas (just as we have 

God, that He loved the world so much that He was prepared to send his only 
son to show us a role-model for life. Christmas Day is the time when we give 
thanks for the birth of Jesus as a human being, to a human family.  
 
We will be celebrating Advent, the lead up to Christmas, Christmas Eve and 

me as in previous years but be assured 
Christmas is definitely not cancelled as the media may have us believe. There 





















The Moon in December 
 

high, bright and strong over the winter countryside, as the sun stays low and 
weak. But December brings the Winter Solstice, the moment at which the 
pendulum starts to swing back. 
 
Neopagans believed that in pre-Christian times, the year was ruled over by two 
kings, the Holly King from the Summer Solstice to the Winter Solstice, and the 
Oak King, from winter to summer. They had to do battle for supremacy, and 
the Winter Solstice was the moment at which the Oak King slayed the Holly 
King and - like the sun  started to build strength. 
 

moon falls after the solstice, and so it also takes the name Moon After Yule. 
 

 
 
 Full moon to 3rd quarter (1st-8th and 30th-31st). Harvest crops for immediate 

eating. Harvest fruit. 
 3rd quarter to new moon (8th-14th). Prune. Harvest for storage. Fertilise and 

mulch the soil. 
 New moon to 1st quarter (14th-21st). Sow crops that develop below ground. 

Dig the soil. 
 1st quarter to full moon (21st-30th). Sow crops that develop above ground. 

Plant seedlings and young plants. 
 
14th and 30th  new moon and full moon: best fishing days.  Some fishermen 
believe that fish bite best in the 45 minutes either side of moonrise and set on 
the new and full moons.  
 
The solstice: 
The Winter Solstice on 21st December falls at 10:02 when the North Pole is at 
its maximum tilt (23.44°) away from the sun. The sun reaches an altitude of 15° 
in the London sky and 11° in the Glasgow sky at solar midday.  
 

By Hayley Miller, from The Almanac by Lia Leendertz 
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Growers of Quality

Plants
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Phone: 
01889 505627

Lazy Days
Cattery

Luxury Breaks For
Precious Pets

Neville Farm, 
Whitesytch Lane, 

Hilderstone.

Telephone: 01889 505562 
between 10 - 12 or 6 - 8 pm
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      Professional Garden Design and Construction 

              Patios – Drives – Water Features – 

     Shed & Greenhouse Bases –Turfing – Planting 

          Fencing & Timberwork – Weed Spraying 

    Mini Digger Excavation Work – Walling – Lighting 

                                     Why Us? 

                            FREE QUOTATIONS 

                           ESTABLISHED 1992 

              QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ASSURED 

   Contract: STEVE MATTHEWS 

        01889 505738 or 0781 308 5634 

 

 

              

 

 

“THE NUMBER 1 NAME IN THE NUMBER 2 BUSINESS”

SEPTIC TANKS & SOAKAWAYS
Emptying & Maintenance of Septic Tanks, Cesspools, 

Sewage Treatment Plants & Pumps
All types of drainage systems catered for.

DRAINS UNBLOCKED
Drain Jetting & CCTV Surveys, Drain Tracing

Fully Licensed Waste Carriers Est. 1968

FREEPHONE: 0800 358 7455

JJOOHHNN  RREEEEVVEESS
WASTE MANAGEMENT

Roger Simkin 

   Painter & Decorator                         

Member of the Dulux Select 

 Decorators 

All decorating backed with written 

 guarantee by Dulux 

Mobil 07971 950921 

Home 01785 850206 
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Flying from 
East Midlands

Airport?

Safe and secure indoor 
parking with courtesy transfer 

to and from the airport.

For more details and rates 
(mentioning this advertisement)

Telephone: 
07748 625729
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This lovely festive picture by Oliver Simpson (aged 4) sums up all that is 
wonderful about Christmas.  Thank you Oliver  we just had to put this on 

our back page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the team on the Parish Magazine, 

 we wish you all  

A very Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year 

T: 01785 850193 / 851183
F: 01785 850445
E: sales@creative-copy.co.uk

15d Raleigh Hall Ind Est
Eccleshall
Stafford. ST21 6JL

� � � �

www.creativebee-ltd.co.uk
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